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PREFACE. 



An attempt has been made in the fol- 
lowing pages to do, for the juvenile English 
learner, what 1 conceive has not as yet, 
except in one instance, been properly per- 
fonned. To succeed, however, talents far 
greater than any the Writer can pretend to, 
are required. But it must be allowed that 
something of this sort is called for ; and 
that the books usually put into the hands 
of diildren, although they may be pure as 
h 
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to moral precept, and abound in rational 
matter, are not written in a style at aU 
suited to the comprehensions of those for 
whose use they are designed. 

1 haye inspected some score or two of 
these ; and in all have found much to which 
various fonnidable objections might be 
made. In several, the topics discussed are 
quite too frivolous ; in others, too abstruse ; 
and the phraseology employed in almost 
all, dther much too foolish or too reBned. 

I have endeavoured to find, or to invent, 
narratives of a brief and striking descrip- 
tion ; and to tell my stories in the most 
simple words that presented themselves ; 
to make my periods as succinct as possible ; 
to avoid p^lexing my pre-supposed young 
reader by too many circumstances in each 
tale, or chapter ; and, as far as it was prac- 
ticable, to abstain from comment, so as in 
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genend to leave children- at libraly to ex- 
ercise the mind by drawing natural and 
obvious conclusions for themselves; because 
there is no act which contributes more to 
the oiltiTation of the growing faculties 
than this. 

Having had boys of my own to teach 
and to amuse, my lessons are chiefly such 
as I thought would best suit them ; which 
may account for the prevailing characto- of 
the anecdotes and biographical sketches in 
my Volume. They will, however, answer, 
if they answer at all, for both sexes. But 
it wiU be seen, and perhaps objected to, 
that 1 have, throughout^ omitted rdigious 
allusions. I have; and have done it de- 
signedly ; apprehending that such matters 
are not only much beyond the compre- 
hension of childhood, but out of place in 
such trifling and sometimes playful essays 
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Tilt J>RBPACB. 

as mine. I have, in short, with diffidence, 
attempted to write what I conceive to be 
a new spedes of book for the juvenile 
library; and trust that at least thiere is 
nothing in my Volume unfriendly to good 
monds, and that it will supply some per- 
sons of more capability with hints for what 
they may do better than myself. 

.E. M. 

Bath, 1639. 
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STORIES FOR CHILDREN. 



A SENSE IN A BRUTE. 

DuBiNG the march of an army in some 
part of the East Indies, it was necessary 
that the soldiers should stop, and rest 
themselves and the elephants tmd horses 
used in drawing heavy lioads, such as 
cannons, tents, food, &c. So, at one time, 
while they were resting in a valley, an 
English soldier amused himsdf hy vex- 
ing a very large elephant, by thrusting a 
S(Ht of spear, called a halberd, into the 
enA of die elephant's proboscis, or snout 
He did this two or three times, when 

B 
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2 SENSE IN A BRUTK. 

one of the persons standing nigh told 
him that the elephant was growing angry, 
and would probahly kill him if he did not 
take care. He still tormented the poor 
beast, who, at last losing his patience, sud- 
denly caught the imprudent soldier round 
the middle of his body with his proboscis, 
and, lifting him up many feet in the air, 
seemed as if he were going to throw him 
on the earth and trush him to death. 
But, instead of doing so, as he very easily 
might have done, the strong and gene- 
rous creature set him down again as gently 
as possible, and without doing him the 
least harm ; by which he shewed the 
foolish man, that he could have destroyed 
him had he pleased, but that he was too 
noble-minded to take revenge of any kind 
on one who was in his power. 
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^ HONOUR. 

A French general was going, at the 
head of his' army, through a certain part 
of Grermany, to fight the army of an- 
other general: The French commander 
had written down the names of those parts 
of the country through -which he intended 
to march. A Gierman prince, afraid of 
having his fields and woods destroyed by 
the trampling of the men and horses of 
the French army, and knowing that the 
French general was exceedingly poor, sent 
him, by a messenger, a very large sack 
filled with gold coins, desiring the mes- 
senger to tell him that he might keep all 
the money to reward himself, if he would 
cause his soldiers not to march through 
the prince's lands. 
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The French general- might have pre- 
tended that he did intend to march through 
the prince's coimtry, because no one but 
himself knew what places he had written 
on his paper. But he, knowing that the 
prince's country was not mentioned in the 
list he had made, and being truly a man 
of honour, though very, very poor, sent 
back all the gold to the prince, and said 
he could not take a reward when he had 
not deserved one. And that night he 
went to bed in his tent without any sup- 
per, for he had not money enough to buy 
one ; but it is reported that he slept sound- 
ly, because his heart was at ease, and he 
was pleased with himself for having done 
what was undoubtedly right. 
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X SWIMMING. 

All men should leam to swim, and" 
should practise the art of swimming with 
clothes on them, and nqt naked as is con- 
stantly done. From want of use, a man 
who is plunged suddenly into deep water, 
with his clothes on, may be drowned, 
though the same person, if naked, could 
save himself by swimming. 

There was once a great multitude of per- 
sons assembled in a large public square in 
Dublin, to see a gentleman mount into the 
air, seated in a car, or rather a kind of bas- 
ket, fastened to an air-balloon. Among 
the spectators was the young and most 
beauteous Duchess of Rutland, who was 
extremely anxious to see the sight, and 
was exceedingly sorry, as every body else 

B 3 
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was, on iinding that the man who was to 
have gone up was so large and heavy, that 
the balloon could not rise when he was in 
the ear. The disappointment was the 
greater, because the show was to have taken 
place on a very fine sunny day in summer, 
and many thousand persons were waiting 
to see what, in those times, h»*dly any one 
present had ever seen, as balloons had been 
but lately invented. The heavy gentleman 
left the car, and, at that moment, a light, 
thin young man, a student of the Uni- 
versity of Dublin, wishing to please the 
Duchess and the crowd, and who had 
never before seen a balloon, jumped into 
the ear, and desired the peo{de standing 
round to loosen the ropes which . held the 
balloon, and allow him to try- if it could 
not cany him up. They accordingly let 
the ropes loose, and, to the great joy and 
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SWIMMING.. 7 

wonder of all who saw it, while bands oi 
music played and the people. shouted, the 
balloon rose, by degrees, high into the air, 
and remained for about four minutes di- 
rectly over the square ; the young gentle- 
man, all the time, waving his hat and 
bowing his head to the multitudes under 
him. Just then the wind above caused 
the balloon to fly towiu'ds the sea, which, 
near Dublin, is very wide and deep. It 
flew nearly two miles mto the air, and 
almost half the way across the ocean which 
divides Ireland irom Brittun, and then fell 
straight down from the sky into the water; 
when the car struck against the waves with 
such force as to throw the young man into 
the sea. Fortunately for him, he had taught 
himself to swim with his clothes on ; th^e 
was no help at hand. He first swam as long 
as be could ; he then floated on his back ; 
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8 WILLIAM TELL. 

and at the end of about half an hour, when 
he was fdnting and going to sink, he was 
seen by some sailors in a boat, who rowed 
up and saved him. 

This brave youth was, on his return to 
Dublin, carried in Mumph through the 
streets of that large dty, in a gilded chair, 
and on the shoulders of his fdlow-students 
of Trinity College, and was afterwwds 
made a Knight by the Duke of Rutland : 
honours which he obtdned by being a 
perfect master of the manly art of swim- 
ming. 



( THE STORY OF WILLIAM TELL. 

The country called SmUterUmd is beatt' 
tiful, and seems intended by nature to be, 
what it has been for many ages, a place 
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WILLIAM TBLL. 9 

for free men, and none but free men, to 
dwell in. With very high mountains on 
ev«y side of it, Switzerland appears to be 
shut out irom all the rest of the world, 
and to have within it every thing necessary 
for life, to a plain, laborious, and industri- 
ous people. In the bottom of almost every 
valley in this fine country there is a lake, 
which seems to be placed there, not only 
to afford excellent fish for food, but as 
it were to act the part of a looking-glass, 
and reflect, like a picture, the forests, vine- 
yards, gardens, rocks, and pretty villages 
round each. And this is also remarkable 
in Switzerland; that, during the burning 
heat of summer, when in most other coun- 
tries tiie poor suffer thirst from want of 
water, the country people there have plen- 
ty of the clearest and sweetest mountain 
streams ; because, the more hot the sun- 
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10 WILLIAM TELL. 

beams are, the more they melt the snow 
on the mountain tops; and so rills of 
water are always running on evoy side 
in summ^. 

The people who live in this beautiful 
country are considered the happiest, the 
most innocent, and the most contented 
of any in the world. But there was a 
time, when, though innocent, they' were 
the most miserable. How they came to 
be otherwise, and as happy as they are at 
present, remains to be told. . 

In former times, the BurgundtoM got 
possession of this fine country, and were 
cruel monsters over those to whom it pro- 
perly belonged; but- who had yet no en- 
joyment of all those blessings which na- 
ture had granted them, because they had 
not that, without which, men can never 
be happy; for, let the sun shine ever so 
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WILLIAM TBLL. 11 

brightly, and the trees blossom and the 
flowers blow, stares can take no pleasure 
m them. At. last, one bold man, a Swiss 
by birth, who had nevw once left the 
vaUey in which he was bred, and who 
dearly loved his native land, as all the 
Swiss do, came out of his cottage on a 
summer's evening, and, calling his neigh- 
bours round him, made than a speech, in 
which he said — it was a pity that such 
tall, brave men as they were, who ware so 
fond of thor wives and little innocent 
diildren, and of the mountains, and val- 
leys and dear rivers which God had given 
them, should be the slaves of men not so 
good as themselves ; and, for his part, he 
had a long bow and a strong arm ; and 
that if only a hundred of those who heard 
him, would but join with him, he thought 
others in the different valleys and hill« 
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12 WILLIAM TELL. 

about them, would soon come and help 
them; when, he was certain, they could 
drive away their tyrants, and be once 
more free in thdr own country. This 
speech filled them with joy ; they aU 
thought how delightful it would be, if 
they could get rid of the cruel strangers, 
and live quietly in their cottages, and see 
their little children run about and play 
in their own gardens and meadows, with- 
out fear of being beaten and starved, and 
made to carry burdens by the barbarous 
Burgundians. 

It was tot possible to keep such a plan as 
this a secret : the tyrant; who commanded 
their «iemies, heard of the meeting in the 
valley, and of the speech madfe to the people 
there by William Tell, for such was 
the name of the orator who had addressed 
than, and who was immediately seized 
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WILLIAM TELL. 13 

by guards, bound with cords, and brought 
before the General, who reproached him 
for what he had done, and told him he 
should be put to death. The brave Wil- 
liam then said that he had done what he 
did, out of love to his country, as well as 
to save his wife from the insults of the fo- 
reign soldiers, and his dear little son from 
being a slave. "Then," said the tyrant, 
" William Tell, you shall owe your life 
to that son of whom you are so fond ; and 
thus it shall be : you shoot well with your 
bow, they say ?" William answered that 
he did. " Bring forth his son !" said the 
tyrant ; and the guards led forth a fine 
rosy-cheeked boy, with curly hair, who 
flew towards William, jumped into his 
arms, and shed tetu^ of pleasure, calling 
out " My fathCT, my father !" " Now," cried 
the tyrant, " Willkm Tell, take your bow, 
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and let us all see how well you can use it, 
by. shooting an arrow through an apple 
which 1 will place upon your boy's head." 
The unhappy father begged and prayed 
that it might not be so: the raowds about 
them, who were all TeU's friends, and 
neighbours, moaned aloud at this cruel 
order, and tried to change the will of the 
foreign ruler: even his own guards wctc 
sorry, and called for mercy : But in vain ! 
his hard heart was not to be moved. He 
declared that William should shoot, or see 
his dear boy put to death before his face. 
He was therefore forced to take his bow ; 
and, more than that, was also forced to keep 
a steady hand, because his boy's life de- 
pended on this ; and yet surely no one 
was ever so likely to tremble, as poor 
William Tell at such a twrible moment ! 
He, however, called up all his firmness; 
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WILLIAM TBLL. 15 

desired his boy to kneel down as the apfde 
was put on his head, and to take care not 
to move : thai, beseeching the people 
around to be silent, he drew out a shai^ 
arrow, and first Iboking up to heaven, as 
if praying to God for courage, he took 
his best aim, and shot the apple through 
the very middle. Just then the people 
sent forth a loud, loud shout ; and William 
Tell shut his eyes, for fear of seeing his 
dear child lie bleeding and dead before 
him ; instead of which, the brave boy was 
safe and wdl ; and, running over, sprang 
upon his father's neck, and by his embraces, 
tnx>ught him to himself, and prevailed on 
him to stand up, and look around. When 
he did so, he saw a joyful sight : his boy 
unhurt, the tyrant and soldiers going qff 
ashamed, and thousands of his noble fellow- 
countrymen pursuing them with spears, and 
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16 PIRHNBSS or CHASACTBB. 

swords, and poleaxes. A bloody battle 
followed, in which the valiant Tell was 
foremost ; the Swiss gmned a glorious vic- 
tory, slaying or driving away evray enemy 
they had, and thereby obtaining liberty, 
and peace, and happiness, for the lovely 
land of their birth. Sudi are the benefits 
Switzerland owes to her hero, William 
TeU. 



y FIRMNESS OF CHARACTKR. 

In the year one thousand five hundred 
and forty-seven, or almost three hundred 
years ago, there lived in France a trades- 
man of some repute, who was settled, with 
his wife and family, in his house at a town 
called Meaux, near Paris, the capita of 
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VtftMNVn Of CBAKACTBK. 1? 

Fiance. This man was a lead«' and 
teqcher among stHne perscxis, who, like 
himself, thought it right to worship Giod 
in a simple way, and not to use so many 
ceremonies as they did who followed the 
example of the Pope of Rome and the 
French king. He was told not to do this* 
but to imitate ibe King and his courtiers ; 
and that if he still did so» he would be 
seized and put to deaUi. But he said that 
he did what he believed to he right ; that 
he had made a vow to God always to do 
what he thought right ; and that he would 
rather die than change. He was thereftare 
taken by soldiers, carrying spears, bows, 
arrows, and guns, into the mm-ket^lace, 
a large square in iront of his own house ; 
there his clottjes were pulled oS; he was 
fastened with an iron chain round his body 
to a thick oaken post, and faggots of dry 
c 3 
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18 PIBUNE98 or CHARAOTBR. 

sticks were placed about him, while many 
thousands of people stood looking at him, 
and at the prepiffations made for burning 
him alive. His eldest son, Francis, was 
at this time in a distant country, but his 
wife was with her husband ; and because 
she stfud faithfully with him, and said she 
thought whatever he did was right, she 
was commanded, as a punishment, to 
stand close to the stake to which her hus- 
band was bound, barefooted, and hold- 
ing ■ in her hand a heavy torch of wax. 
Presently, an officer came to the prisoner, 
and told him, if he would then change his 
r^olution and desert his friends, his life 
would be spared; but if not, the fire 
would be immediately lighted. ' To which 
he replied, that he would not, but was 
determined rather to die. Some one near 
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PIRHNBSa OP CHAKACTBR. 19 

him then offered him a draught of wine, to 
keep up his spirits ; but he refused the 
wine, and desired tljat his wife should be 
allowed to ^Te lum a draught of cold 
water in a silver cup of his own: saying 
that water was drink strong enough for 
a brave man. He now cried in a loud 
voice that he drank to the success of his 
fri«ids and his cause, ^ve back the cup to 
his wife to keep in memory of him ; and 
making a signal to the guards to light the 
fire, he shut his mouth, dosing his teeth, 
so as to bite off his tongue, the end 
of which he let fall from his lips on the 
ground ; signiiying that he disdained pain, 
and scorned to confess himself in any 
fault. Soon after, the flames rose above 
his head; and, although he was long 
dying, he suffered and perished without 
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30 LIFE AND CHARACTER OV 

uttering even a moan. The silver cup 
above mentioned has been preserved &om 
generation to generation in the martyr's 
family, and is now in the possession at 
his descendant 



/ GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

This man was ham and educated in 
Amaica, a country far from England, 
and chiefly peopled by men and women 
bom in Britiun, but who had gone to live 
in North America for differait reasons; 
mostly, because it was a cheaper place for 
poor persons to dwell in thEm England, 
Irdand, or Scotland, and because they 
could ihete have as mudi land for fields 
and gardens as they chose. 
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GBOBGE WASHINGTON. 31 

These people'^made meadows out of de- 
sert ground, and built houses of trees which 
they cut down. They at last had many. 
towns, roads, fields of grass and com, 
bridges, boats, and ships; and thousands 
of little children; and, from being poor 
and few, grew to be rich and many in 
number. 

At length they wrae worth so 'much 
money, that several perscms in England 
thought they had too much, and desired 
the Americans to send some to them. The 
Americans did so; and then they were de- 
sired to send more. They said they could 
not, without making themselves poor again. 
Then the English sent an army, with can- 
nons and arms of all sorts, to force the 
Americans to give them money ; and then 
the Americans and EngUsh quarrelled and 
fought, and killed each other. 
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22 LIFE AND CHARACTER OP 

The Americans, being farmers and poor 
country people, did not understand fight- 
ing ; and though they tried to fight, that 
they might save their little children, and 
their women, and their old men> from be- 
ing cruelly used by the English ; yet, in 
the fight, they were commonly beaten. 

GeQTge Washington, the man aboTe- 
named, had been taught to fight, and was 
an officer of the American militia; and, 
being a very bold young man, with a very 
tender heart, he thought it a pity that 
the Americans, his fellow countrymen, 
should be overcome, only because they did 
not know how to fight ; and he told them 
he would teach them what he knew of the 
art of war, if they would do as he ordered 
them. They promised to obey him will- 
ingly, but advised him not to venture to 
be their captain and friend, because the 
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English had declared that they would hang 
him by the neck whenever he should be 
taken, as he had said that he thought the 
Americans were hardly used. This made 
Washington say, that he was the more re- 
solved to be their friend and leader, if they 
chose him to be so, and they chose him ac- 
cordingly. Then many thousands came to 
him with such weapons as they could ob- 
tain; and he led them to battle, encou- 
raging them to bear cold and hunger, and 
to pass the night without sleep, as he him- 
sdf did, when they marched to fight ; and 
taught them, when in battle, to imitate 
him, and stand firm when they saw the 
enemy coming, and not to turn back 
through fear of pain or death. 

The Americans did as Washington di- 
rected ; and, by degrees, learned to fight 
w^ell. They agreed to call Washington 
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24 LIFE AND CHARACTER OP 

their General ; and the American soldiers 
loved him as if he had been their common 
father ; seeing that for their sakes he had 
ventured to lose, not only his fortune, but 
his life. 

At length the Enghsh were overcome, 
and forced to leave America altogether; 
and Washington enjoyed the inexpressible 
pleasure of knowing that he had assisted 
to make his country free. 

If the Americans had wished to have a 
King, they would have fixed upon Wash- 
ington to govern them; but he advised 
them to make their country a Common- 
wealth, and to govern themselves by means 
of what is called a Congress; that is, a 
number of men appointed by the people, 
on account of their honesty and good 
sense, to contrive laws for alL They fol- 
lowed his advice, and placed him as a 
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guudian orer the CoDgress, styling him 
the Prudent; a post he deserved, on ac- 
oouttt of his haying proved himself one of 
the wisest, Ixavest, and truest friends of his 
country. 

- When he took his seat in the Senate, to 
direct the memb»% of it, to receive foreign 
ambassadors, and do other public business, 
he wore a' suit of black clothes ; and, hav- 
aig a very solemn countenance, and speak- 
ing nt a loud, slow, and distinct manner, 
he cansed the assembly to ap^eax' exceed- 
ingly awful ; while he faunse^ was greatly 
re^ected» but not feared, as he 1^ nei- 
ther powa wx inclination to do ilL 

When not with the Con^ss, he lived 
happily with his wife, a good and discreet 
woman, in a country-house, built upon 
a hill, called Mount Vemoh. There he 
dressed hims^ like a fanner; attended to 
o 
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26 LIFB AND CHARACTBB OP 

his cattle, gardens, and fields; and was hos- 
pitable, charitable, and cheerful. He was 
particularly well pleased when he could 
haye at his dinner-table some of his old 
feUow-soldiers, who had been with him 
in the battles they had fought for li- 
berty. 

His amusement in his country retire- 
ment consisted dii^y in reading clever 
books, sent to America from England and 
France ; and writing what might be of use 
to the people of America ; and be wrote 
better than vaost men of his time. Like 
Julius Csesar, of Rome, Washington was a 
great warrior, a renowned statesman, and a 
fine writer ; but he had neither the ambi- 
tion nor the other vices of Cesar, and Was, 
indeed, a much higher character; for he 
ventured death often and often for the sake 
of his native land ; and,when by his means 
it became free, he refused to be the ruler. 
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but chose still to be the ftiend and servaDt 
ctf his country ; and to live on his own mc- 
derate fortune, as a simple citizen. 

This great man died after a voy short 
^dcness, whsa little more ihan sixty years 
<dd; fortunately posses^g all his senses, 
and before the weakness of age had oome 
on. He was still more fortunate in living 
to see his dear country prosperous as well 
as iree; and to feel, in his last moments, 
that he had always done his duty, and that 
he was, what he deserved to be, respected 
a«d beloved. 

THE FRENCH GENERAL LALLY. 

Orme, the historian, in his account of 
the East Indies, frequently mentions Co- 
Imel CaiUaud, as a very distinguished 
c^cer ; he was an Irishman, in the British 
service, and afterwards became a brigadier- 
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general. He was a man of great courage, 
•lionour, and talents ; and, haTing tntvelled 
much, and been present atmanjr sieges and 
battles^ was a t^ entertaining oc(m|KUiion, 
and could reilate several ctmous stones. 
Among these he used to tell t^e folIoT^ng 
extraordinary anecdote of Coimt Lolly, 
yr^xy commanded the Frendi army in 
India. He was. in a town besieged by the 
Englidi ariny, then commanded by C<>l(Hid 
Cfflltend, who was one night, when the 
^oon 8h(me very brightly, walking about 
among his soldiers, when <me of tiae furtit- 
lery-men desired the Colcmel to look down 
into a sort of garden in the enemy's 
town, and take notice of some men who 
were standing together. Colonel Caillaud 
looked, and plmnly saw Count Lally talk- 
ing to some of his officers. Then the 
£nglish soldier shewed Ct^ond Caillaud 
that th»e was a cannon pointed exactly 
.Google 
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towards the spot where the French com- 
mands stood, and asked his leave to &e, 
bemg sm« of killing LaUy, and thereby con- 
quering the enemy. But Colonel Caillaud 
tiiought it would be a base and cowardly 
act to destroy another, especially his ene- 
my, in such a treacherom manner, and 
ordered the soldier not to fire: and soon 
after General Lally and his officers went 
away. In a short time, as CaUlaud fore- 
saw, the town was taken, and Lally was 
brought to him as a prisoner of war, when 
Colonel Caillaud reminded him of the 
moonlight night, and told him how he 
might have killed him, and why he did 
not. Count Lally thanked his generous 
«iemy for sparing hbn ; and then informed 
him that he wished to go back to France ; 
but as he had not money to pay his ex- 
penses, he asked Caillaud to lend him 
D s 
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«oine, whicii he. immediately did^ to ,the 
amount of more than ,twdve hundied 
pounds sterling : that is to say, what vouM 
be twdte htindred pounds in. England. 
General LaUy, before he s^^ from In- 
.dia, sent Colond Caillaud a veiy large snd 
heavy (^est, .locked ^d secured with.rqpe^, 
tiling him that it contained his {date, 
meaning silver ums, bowls, spoc^is, &se. o( 
more value than the mcmey lent to him ; 
desiring him to keep this treasure, and to 
sell it to pay himself, if he were not paid 
otherwise; adding that he was for ever Co- 
lonel Caillaud'^ grateful and faithful friend. 

On arriving in France, Count Lally was 
put into prison, accused before a court of 
law of being a tnraitor (which he certainly 
was not), and, being condemned, was put 
to an ignominious death. 

When Colonel Caillaud heard the news, 
and fomid there was no one to pay Count 
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Lally's debt8> he thoaght it right to exa- 
mine the great chest ; and, (HI opening 
it, he discovered that it was entirdy fflled 
.with large stones, not the smallest pillion 
c^ direr plate beingin it ! 

In tiling this story, he used to say, that, 
rather than believe a soldier could be so 
mean as to cheat, he supposed some villains 
had deceived Latly, stolen his plate, and 
filled the chest with rubbish, as it was 
found. Caillaud wrote lett»8 to the 
French • government, mentionii^ aR that 
had happened, and was at last pud from 
the treasury of France^ 

?* REAL FEELINGS. 

2jI£ut£Kant-Colonel M. of whose 
dignity of mind and love of truth no ac- 
quaintance of his ever had a doubt, once told 
the writer the following extraordinary story. 

-n— Google 



^ REAL F9BL1NGS. 

When he was a captain in the eighty-fourth 
regiment of foot, and in the East Indies, 
under the command of Sir Eyre Coote, a 
soldier of one of the British regiments, 
having often deserted and been guilty of 
other crimes, was condemned to be shot 
All the troops in the neighbourhood were 
orda^ to attend and witness the execu- 
tion of ^e terrible sentence passed on the 
soldier, who was brought out accordingly, 
with his coat off.his arms bound^and a hand- 
kerchief tied over his eyes. He was th«i 
desired to kneel down, and four resolute 
men were chosen from among the soldi^^ 
to shoot the prisoner ; when one of them, 
trembling, begged the commanding officer 
not to order him to be one of those who 
were to shoot, because, he said, the prisoner 
and he were old friends, and had been long 
together in the same re^ment, and he had 
not the heart to kill his comrade, though 
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he knew he deserved to die. The com- 
mander immediately excused the man ftom 
p^orming the cruel task., and- chose an- 
otiier soldier in his place. The four thus, 
with loaded muskets, came dose up to the 
ocmdemned man, and while all around 
«tood fixed and silent, fired into his breast. 
THear buUi^ passed through him, he fell 
€ittrand tiie troo^» were directed to ubirdi 
vlowly' past the body, and take wamiog 
frcffli the dreidftil sight ' 

~ ~ As they passed by, to the great amaze- 
mavtand terror of all,' the man who' had 
-f>e«n '«hot stood iip, crjring out mth a very 
loud voicei f Oh God, Oh God !" shewing 
not only that he waib alive, but that he was 
suffering torture. At that mconent, his 
iH^nd, who had felt too much pain of miiid 
to do the mournful dtity of shooting him, 
-felt stiU more for the agony of the wretdied 
man ; and instantly and boldly ran over to 



him, and with a pistol shot him dead. This 
hrave man's feelings wereof the proper kind; 
not those of a weak, but of a noble person. 



> ECONOMY. 

There was once a man, in Paris, so ex- 
ceedingly poor, that he had not one farthing 
in his pockets ; and so friendless, that he 
knew of no one who would give him any 
help. In this state of distress, he suffered 
more even than another would who un- 
derstood some trade, for this miserable 
creature had not learned any. He had, 
however, good sense, and an hcmourable 
spirit ; so he resolved to try if he could not 
c(Hitrive to live without knowing a trade, 
without begging, and without stealing. 
He therefore thought of the following 
new and ingenious way of gaining a live- 
lihood. 
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He observed that in almost every street 
of the city of Paris, large printed papers 
of different kinds were pasted on the walls 
of houses and public buildings ; and form- 
ed a plan, to be executed at night when 
most people were in their beds. Acoord-i 
ingly, he wandered about for the remain- 
der of the day, beting hxmger and cold 
85 well as he could; and as soon as the 
streets were dark and quiet, having pro- 
vided himself with the handle of a car- 
ter's whip, which he had found, he pro- 
ceeded through streets, lanes, and alleys, 
uid pulled down so large a quantity of 
such old papers, (or placards as they are 
termed,) as he could reach, that he was 
scarcely able to lift the heap he had ga^ 
therei He did, however, lift and roll 
his papers up, and making them into a 
kind of bolster, laid it down in a comer, 
■and dept on it till daybreak. When 



tnorning c«ne, he carried ius pop^ to 
a baker's house, and offered them to the 
master, to heat his oven ; demanding a few 
pence in return, which the baker readily 
gave him. He divided the dght mus tx 
halfpence ^ven to him into three pcniions; 
allowing himself one penny for bread, trwo- 
p«ice to purdiase muons, and. resolving to 
lay by the remaining penny as a strav, or 
fund. He got water at the public foun- 
tains for nothing; for his twopence he 
bought four large onions; and eatii^ only 
one of these with his pemiywoiih of ^xead^ 
' he put up the others in his bag to keep rccsn- 
pany with his penny. That night, he work- 
ed as hard in pulling down papers as he had 
done befcwe ; axid having succeeded rather - 
better, sfept as usual. The next morning he 
sold fads (Selection to the baker for four- 
pmce likewise, whidi he applied exactly as 
he had done the money he had first earned. 
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He continued in the same way, until at 
last he had the value of a shilling in his 
pocket, and so many onions to spare, that 
he strung them on a cord, and offered 
them for sale on one of the bridges of 
Paris, where he soon disposed of them for 
a good price. With the money thus ob- 
tained, he bought more, became a sort of 
fixed onion-merchant on the bridge, and, 
living frugally, as he had always done, 
was in a few months rich enough to buy 
a hand-barrow and fill it with onions, for 
the selling of which he now became re- 
nowned, and was employed by many 
owners of gardens to sell onions on their 
accoimt; bdng paid largely by them for 
the devemess and honesty with which he 
always acted. 

It is said, that he increased his g^ns by 
other methods besides those already men- 
tioned ; two of which are suflBciently cu- 



nous to deserve notice. One was, standing 
at the doors of the theatres, and watching 
until the moment when the company came 
out, at which time he would get into the 
crowd, enter the theatre, and with great 
quickness go through many parts of it, 
and pick up such pins as had fallen on 
the floor and benches. These soon amount- 
ed to so large a number, that he sold them 
to the milliners on very cheap terms ; yet 
of course with profit to himself, because 
he obtained them for' nothing. His othri- 
contrivance was one which, supposing the 
story to be true, was a proof of his inge- 
nuity rather in saving than getting. He 
had always in his pocket a piece of broken 
glass bottle, and with this, when he thought 
no one saw him, "he would shave off a little 
from any post or other stake of wood near 
him ; and by degrees filling his bag with 
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these scrapings, used' them to light his fire 
to warm himself, or boil his onions ! 

The consequence of all his industry and 
selfrdenial was what might be expected : 
he became very rich, and lived to ride 
many a time in his own coach through 
those very streets of Paris in which he 
had often strayed, cold, hxmgry, and for- 
lorn. 

As he was not lazy nor desponding in 
poverty, neither was he made, as too many 
are, hardhearted by riches. He passed 
his time in searching for the industrious 
poor, ajid gave among them one-half of 
his yearly income, to the end of his days. 
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^ FEROCITY OF THE TIGER. 

Colonel M. who had served several 
years in the army in the East Indies, gave 
the following account of an attack made 
upon what is called a royal tiger, in India. 
The word rcg/a/ is used to desdibe a tiger 
of the largest and fiercest kind ; and it 
appears that one day many of the poor 
native people came to the EngUsh camp, 
and told the officers that a great tiger had 
that morning . rushed on them while at 
market, taken up a woman in his mouth, as 
a cat would take a bird or a mouse, and run 
off with his prey into the woods ; and they 
begged the help of the soldiers to recover 
the woman, or at least her body, if killed. 
Four officers, of whom Colonel M. was 
one, and fifty men, anned with swords and 
muskets, marched immediately^ towards the 
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part of the forest pointed out to them by 
the Indians, and, on reaching the place, saw 
the tiger lying stupified on the grass, and 
near him a rag of clothes, and one or two 
small bones, all that remained of the poor 
woman; the tiger having devoured her, 
and become slug^sh from eating so much 
at one meal. The soldiers formed them- 
selves into a sort of half circle, and so came 
nearer and nearer to the tiger, who, when 
they were at a distance of about twenty 
steps, rose up, faced them all, and roared 
aloud. Then many of the soldiers fired at 
him, and wounded him in one leg, so that 
be could ndther run nor stand ; and seeing 
this, six of the men went dose to him, and 
all together thrust their bayonets (sharp 
daggers fixed to the muzzles of their guns), 
into the tiger's neck ; but his strength was " 
so great, that, although dpng, he twisted 
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the iron bayonets as if they had been made 
of lead. When the animal was dead, they 
measured him, and found that his length 
was thirteen feet; that is, his body was 
more than ten feet long, and his tail nearly 
three. The soldiers took off his beautiful 
sldn, as a present for their commander; 
and having cut out his four large tusks, 
gave one to each of the four officers who ' 
were with them. Each tusk was nearly 
seven inches, root and all, in length ; and 
Colonel M. had his with him when he told 
the story. 

LONG LIFE. 

In the year 1793, Lord Charles S. told 
the writer a drcumstance which happened 
to him when young, and made a deep im- 
pr^on on his memory. He said that he 
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was at school at Eton, and about ten or 
twelve years of age, when, during a va- 
cation, he paid a visit to Mr. Lenthall, 
who lived near Beaconsfield. On entering 
the room in which Mr. Lenthall received 
him, he observed an old man standing 
near Mr. L.'s table, and putting up some 
money just given him. Mr. Lenthall said, 
" My Lord, this man is of a great age, and 
can tell you of some strange things which 
he recollects." And then the old man told 
his Lordship that he had been a soldier 
in the time of the Commonvxaltk, and 
during the civil war in Oliver Cromwell's 
days, and that he was one of the guiurd in 
Whitehall, and stood close to the scaffold 
on the thirtieth of January 1648, or, as 
we reckon, 1649, at the execution of King 
Charles the First ; of which, however, he 
remembered nothing more particular than 
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that there were great crowds of people 

pres«it, and that they were perfectly silent : 
he also said, that he believed the day of 
the execution was gloomy, rainy, and odd. 
At the conclusion of the dv3 wars, he was 
disch^ged from the army, and a pension 
was paid to him by Mr. Lenthall, the 
Speaker of the House of Commons in 
those times ; and continuing a dependent 
on the Speaker's family, he had, when 
Lord C. S. saw him, been to get his pay 
from the Mr. Lenthall before mentioned, 
and who was descended from the Speaker. 
XfOrd C. S. who related this, was bom 
about tiie year 1740; ahnost one bundled 
years after the death of King Charles. 
This old soldier, ther^ore, could not have 
been less than one hundred and twenty 
years of age, when he told his story. 
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BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

He was bom in one of the towns of 
North America ; and, being the child of 
poor parents, it was necessary that he 
should earn his bread by labour of some 
kind, and begin to work as soon as pos- 
sible. His mother taught him to read 
English (the language of America).; and 
having, besides, learned a little of the arts 
of writing and ciphering at a small school, 
he was instructed, by his father, in the 
trade of a chandler, or maker of tallow 
candles. This he found a dirty business ; 
and, after a short time, removed to a 
printer's, remaining long enough with his 
master to allow of his understanding the 
art of printing perfectty. 

While working at this trade, he thought 
of doing two or three very sensible things. 
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One was to eat only dry bread and drink 
nothing but water ; by which means he 
gathered money out of his wages, to buy 
books for the improvement of his mind, 
and candles to read and write by ; instead 
of expending what he earned, Uke the 
other workmen, in meat and beer. An- 
other thought of his was to teach himself 
the rules of arithmetic, or the art of reck- 
oning ; and likewise to learn to write, that 
is, to compose essays like those written by 
Sir Richard Steele and Mr. Addison in 
" The Spectator ;" which, by degrees, and 
by closely studying their manner of wri- 
ting, he at last could do somewhat to his 
own satisfaction. 

He laboured continually till he thought 
himself able to write an essay for an 
American newspaper, which he accord- 
ingly did; and soon enjoyed the great 
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pleasure of reading in print what he had 
composed, and the greater pleasure of hear- 
ing his essay pndsed hy some who wete 
better judges of good writing than he was 
himself. 

He shortly after this discovered a me- 
thod of improving the machine used for 
printing ; from which it appears that he was 
very ingenious, and that he was able to 
assist by his talents and advice those who 
were older than himself. 

After this, he met with many adven- 
tures, and suffex'ed various hardships. At 
length, the people of his coimtry rose in 
arms against the British government; and 
Frankhn, thinking his countrymen wa« 
in the right, declared himself their firm 
friend, and became their counsellor and 
adviser, as resolutely as Washington had 
become their genial in battle. 



-IS BENJAMIN VRANRLIN. 

The ^JDericans prospered and grew into 
such consequence, that the King of France 
joined himsdf to them, treated them, with 
great respect, and desired them to send the 
wisest and most honourable man among 
them to explain didur situation and thejr 
wants to him. 

The Americans, therefore, chose Benja- 
min Franklin for the purpose : and he 
wait to Paris as ambassador from the 
United States of North America; per- 
formed all the duties of his high station 
with great ability; did every thing for the 
advantage of his native coimtry ; was the 
ccHnpanion of princes and nobles ; and gave 
instructions, in many things, to the states- 
men and philosophers of Eiirope. 

He Uved to be a very old man ; and 
died admired by the world, and esteemed 
and beloved by his country and his friraids. 
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He divided his money between his own 
family, and that state of Ammca in which 
he was bom ; an,d he did 'this ,so wisely, 
that, to this day, thoi^ands of the poor are 
supported and educated, all over the land, 
by means of his legacy. He b^an the 
world miserably, but ended greatly, be- 
cause he was humble, prudent, temperate, 
industrious, and honest. 



SAGACITY OF A DOG. > 

Two gentlemen were riding together on 
horseback, when one of them, observing 
the other was followed by a very ugly 
bandy-le^ed dog, laughed at his com- 
panion, and s^d he should be ashamed 
of being attended by such an ill-looking 
brute. The owner of the queer dog swd 
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he knew he was ugly,, but that he liked 
him for his devemess, and that he would 
give him a proof of it. So, taking a half- 
crown piece from his pocket, he put a 
mark on it with his knife, dropped it in 
the dust, -unobserred by the dog, and de- 
sired his friend to ride on ; saying, that 
when they had gone to some distance, 
he would tell Grouse he had lost some- 
thing, and that he must go back and find 
it ; and that Grouse would be seen to do 
what he was ordered. When they had 
ridden nearly half a mile, his master called 
to his dog, and said, " Grouse, I have lost 
something; go back and bring it to me!" 
Grouse seemed to understand him perfect- 
ly ; and first running once or twice round 
and round, he went back at full speed, 
while the gentlemen waited. But this 
they did to no purpose; and, growing 
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^tired, resolved to ride on, and then go 
home; the owner of ugly Grouse being 
not a little mortified at the dog's behavi- 
our in not returning to him with his haJf- 
CTOwn, or even without it. 

When he reached home. Grouse was not 
there, nor yet the next day. In the course, 
however, of that day, his master went to a 
cofiee>house, or public room, where many 
. different persons Aieet to talk to each other, 
and, sitting down at a table where two 
other gentlemen were conversing, he over- 
heard one of them tell his companion that 
a very odd circumstance had happened to 
him that morning. He said, that while he 
lay in his bed at his lodging, he saw an ex- 
ceedingly ugly, droll-looking dog, with a 
snub nose, a very large head, and bandy 
l^s, come into his room, who, after staring 
at hit" for a moment, ran over to a chair 
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on which his cl(;)the8 were lying, took up 
his breeches in his mouth, and scampered 
off with them as fast as possible !' The gen- 
tleman added, that he had not seen either 
the thief or his breeches since. 

The master of Grouse then said to the 
gentleman, " Pray, Sir, if I may be so free, 
excuse me, and allow me to ask, if you 
were not yesta-day on such a road;" haning 
tihat where he himself had been. The gai- 
Ueman answered, that, indeed, he had been 
there ; and ranembered it, because he had 
found a half-crown jaece lying in the dust, 
which he had taken up, and put into his 
pocket, but had not takai it out when he 
wait to bed ; and so, in lo^ng his breeches, 
he had alsolost the money. At the very mo- 
ment, to the great amazement of the crowd 
in the coffee-room, and especially of Grou/se's 
master, in came Grouse himself, with the 
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Strange goitleman's breeches in his mouth! 
For he had traced his master to the coffee- 
house, and coming up to him, laid his prize 
" at his feet. It would therefore appear, 
that Grouse, in searching for the article 
lopt by his master, had only arrived in 
time to see the strange gentleman pick 
up and pocket the half-crown, and had 
never left him, till he went into his lodg- 
ings at night. He then lay near his door, 
and, watching his opportunity until next 
morning, did what has been related. The 
story, which is really said to be true, 
states, that all the gentlemen concerned 
were greatly astonished, and laughed hear- 
tily at the perseverance and cunning of 
poor Grouse. 
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In the year 1798, there was a great dis- 
turbance in Ireland; the. poor of that coun- 
try uniting in -multitudes against the rich, 
and endeaTtMiting, by means of swords, 
gunSf and spears, to destroy' them all, in 
revenge for the harm they thought the 
rich people had done to them. Some gen- 
tlemen joined the people when they first 
took up axms; and among, these waa one 
young man of the name of Byrne. He 
was tall, strong, and brave ; and of a very 
cheerful temper, which the Irish are fond 
of; he was, therefore, soon chosen to 1» a 
captain, or chief, in that part of the coun- 
try where he Uved; and, on being appointed 
to lead the people to battle, he made a so- 
lemn promise never to forsake them, nor be- 
tray them to their enemies. He was him- 
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sdf, howevw, takoi prisoner by scnne s(A~ 
dins, and carried to a place where he was 
<do6dy confined; and, hang soon stber 
tried, and proved to have been a diieftain 
of the pec^e, was ordered to be put to 
death on the following m<»nmg, at an 
eariy hour. 

Xiate in the night beftn^ Byrne was to 
suffer, while he was sitting alone in his 
prison-^ell, and reflecting on the ag(»iy he 
was to endure the next day, when he was 
doomed to be stranded and beheaded, 
and, though a young,- blooming, healthy 
man, to give up all his hopes in this world, 
to part for ever from family and friends, 
and never to see the grass and flow«« 
grow, nor the«un shine again; a person of 
great pow^ among his enemies, came sud- 
denly before him, as he was sitting near a 
lighted lamp, and informed him, that if he 
would tell him the names of the other 
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chieftains, his comrades, and betray them, 
his own name should never be made 
known ; that, instead of suffering the tor- 
tures of death, he should enjoy the deliri- 
ous pleasures of life and liberty; and that 
he might have as much money to support 
him as he chose to write down on a paper, 
(which this officer thus placed before him,) 
though he should write down many thou- 
sand pounds. Byme calmly heard him 
speak, and then (as the officer afterwards 
reported) smiling gently, told him, that 
he loved honour better than life ; that he 
had promised his Mends to be faithful to 
them, and would keep his promise and die. 
Accordingly, the next morning, he suffered 
death, as it was right he should, rather than 
destroy his fiiends that he might himself 
live. 
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A LESSON FOR A PRINCE. 

There was in France, many years ago, 
a prince admired by every body for his 
courage, wit, accomplishments, and good 
sense. He had a son who was about 
deven years old, whom he loved exceed- 
ingly, and wished greatly to see bdoved 
and esteemed by others : the natural wish 
of a wi^ and affectionate father. 

Now, it happened that the prince had 
occasion to go on an expedition with the 
army. > He was, of course, obliged to leave 
his son behind ; but he was sort}' to part 
firnm him ; and, telling him so,- embraced 
him, and made him a present of a purse 
cont^ning one hundred pieces of gold. 
He then proceeded with his soldiCTS, com- 
manded in several battles, and was victo- 
rious in all ; and at last, returning in tri- 
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umph, and was oveijoyed to see his dear 
son again. 

The young prince was not less pleased 
to see his father; he flew to meet him, 
told him how he had passed his time 
during their separation; and proudly 
shewed the prince his pmrse of gold, as 
full as it was when given to him, expect- 
ing to he praised for his saving disposi- 
tion. His father was sorry to observe 
this ; and asked him why he had not Imd 
out'some of the gold. He answered, that 
he wanted for nothing. " That may be," 
replied the father; "but, although you 
did not want, might not others have 
wanted ?" He added no more, well know- 
ing the danger of using njany words to 
children ; aware also how much more they 
think of what is done than of what is said, 
he walked to an open window just over 
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the public street, and shook out all the 
money from the purse upon the pavement 
below, that at least some one might g^ 
from wealth which, while locked up, must 
be useless. 



SIR THOMAS MORE AND SIR WALTER 

RALEGH. ^ . ! .; 

The first-named of these was a states- 
man, the other a navigator ;■ and both de- 
served to be called great and unfortunate. 
The former Uved in the time of the tyrant 
King Henry the Eighth ; the latter, in 
the days of Queen Elizabeth and King 
James, who succeeded her on the throne. 
Both were men of good education, talents, 
and wit; both were celebrated writers; 
and both died the same kind of death ; 
each of them being beheaded on a scaffold. 
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Both were unjustty treated, and both suf- 
fered death with . courage ; but one of 
them in a much more becoming manner 
than the other, as a short account of the 
execution of each will shew. 

Sir Thomas More, being desired to pre- 
pare himself for death, made answer, that 
he was always prepared for what he knew 
all men must submit to: and, being re- 
solved to convince the world that he de- 
spised the tyrant who cwdered him to be 
executed, as well as the death he was to 
suffer, he became extremely merry on 
going out to the sCafibld, saying several 
laughable things to the officer who guarded 
him, and to the man who was w^ting with 
the axe to cut off his head : he jested to 
the very last moment, and might be said 
to die gaily; 

Yet, in all this there was want of dig- 
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nity, and perhaps of true courage; because, 
had More not thought very much of 
death, and very much too of how he 
ought to appear on the occasion of suffer- 
ing before multitudes of people ; and had 
he been really indifferent aS to his fate, he 
would have taken less pains about acting 
a part, as it were, when on the scaffold. 

On the contoary. Sir Walter Ralegh, who 
had been a renowned warrior, and accus- 
tomed to danger, was so certain of his own 
fimmess of character, that he did not sup- 
pose any one could doubt it ; and so gave 
himself no trouble whatever as to how he 
should go through the same kind of death, 
Ou the morning of his last day of life, he 
spoke and acted exactly as he had always 
done ; and to the very moment of laying 
down his head over the block of wood on 
which it was cut off, he was genteel, 
c 
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graceful, and calm. One thing, indeed, 
he did just before he left his prison-roont 
to walk to the - seafibld, which has been 
thought a natural action on the part of a 
man quite at his ease, and careless whe- 
tha- he died or lived. He loved tobaa», 
and, calling for a pipe, smoked it for some 
minutes as quietly as he had often done at 
other times. But in this seemingly tri- 
fling act th«% is reason to believe that the 
great and gallant Ralegh intended to re- 
mind his country of the savioe he had 
done it, in taking possession of those ishuida 
in the West Indies where tobacco chiefly 
grows ; and also that he wished to shew 
thecontranpt he felt m his dying hour, for 
the ally cowardly King James, who mur- 
dered him, and who was known to have 
a hatred both for the noble Sir Walter and 
for tobacco. 
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This Shakspeare was a v&cy extraordi- 
nary person ; because, though he began the 
world without education, friends, money, 
or even a good character, he had such asto- 
nishing natural talents that his name is 
known and prised almost all over the 
earth ; insomuch that perhaps the name 
of no man that ever lived is so often spoken 
of as his. 

He was the son of a woolcombra- in the 
little town of Stratford, in Warwickshire, 
where he was bom in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, above two hundred and sixty 
years ago. . When very young, he. kept 
bad company, joining himself in society 
with a set of idlers, who prevailed on him 
to assist in stealing deer from the park of 
a neighbouring gentleman. In this crime 

D,nn:Hi„Google 



64 WILLIAM SHAKSPBABB. 

they were discovered, and fled in diflFerent 
ways to avoid the law ; Shakspeare mak- 
ing choice of London for his place of 
concealment. 

On arriving in town, he found hia way 
to one of the theatres, where stage-plays 
were acted ; and, in order to earn money, 
with which to buy bread, he there offered 
himself for hire, to hold the horses of such 
as rode to and from the playhouse. It 
was much the custom in those times to do 
this ; for there were not coaches to be had 
then, as now ; an^ besides, the theatres 
were usually opened at one o'clock in the 
day, and the amusements were concluded 
at three or four ; so that people might ride 
home mostly by daylight. 

Shakspe^e was so careful of the horses 
in his keeping, that he became known on 
this account ; and having, at length, mor^ 
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horses to watch than he could well.nianage< 
he gathered so much money, that, from stay- 
ing outside the doors of th^ theatres, he 
was allowed to go in ; and, in the end, got 
some employment as an actor. As such, 
he never had any great fame ; but as a 
writer of plays for others to act, he had. 
Before he was fifty years of age, he wrote 
about forty plays of various- kinds : some 
merry, some serious, and several taken 
from history, which have in them both 
merriment and sadness. All the pieces he 
composed shewed much cleverness ; and 
many of them more than could be found 
in any other writer. When he wrote in 
verse, his lines were always very sweet 
and harmonious ; and the characters he in- 
vented for his plays were commonly exact 
to nature, or what one would suppose to 
be nature, which is the same thing. He 

aa. 
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had the art of making those who looked 
on at one of his mournful pieces, or Tra- 
gedies, feel afraid, or courageous, or sor- 
rowful, just as he pleased ; and would force 
people of the hardest hearts to tremble, 
sigh heavily, or weep bitterly. 

But, with all this, he had, as a writer, 
many great faults ; for some of which he 
deserves to be despised or hated by the 
wise and good. When he wished to make 
people laugh by his merry writings, he 
often wrote such filthy and vulgar words, 
as to shew that he was badly brought up, 
and had a dirty turn of mind ; and that he 
could not contrive to be amusing and droll 
without being disgusting. He had, besides, 
a mean and pitiful soul : for instance, he 
-knew perfectly well that King Richard 
the Third was a genteel looking, well form- 
ed man ; that he did not commit all the 
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murders of which his enemies accused him; 
that he made some admirable laws during 
his short reign ; that, among other clever 
and useful acts, he invented the plan of 
a post-office for sending letters from place 
to place ; and that he was one of the ablest 
and bravest soldiers of the age he Hved 
in. All this Shakspeare well knew ; but 
he wished to flatter Queen Elizabeth, who 
was grand-daughter of the King who 
killed King Richard and took his throne ; 
and therefore Shakspeare describes Richard 
as a crooked, blood-thirsty rogue, though 
Tie lived as near to' the time of King 
Richard as we do to that of King Ge(»'ge 
the Second, and must have known that 
Prince's true character. 

On the other hand, Shakspeare describes 
King Henry the Eighth, who was Queen 
Elizabeth's father, as a pleEisant, gay, godly, 
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just, and generous person ; while he and 
every one else knew that a much geeater 
vitlam than Henry the Eighth never ex- 
isted. He was a tyrant over his parlia- 
m^it and people; he committed many 
dreadful murders ; and, after declaring him- 
self a Mend to the Pope, or Sishop of - 
Rome, he then picked a quarrel with him, 
in carder to rob all the churches and dergy 
of England. 

These are proofs that Shakspeare was 
a base person ; but he was certainly a 
man of amazing abilities. After he had 
made as much money as he could, by 
writing plays uid keying a playhouse, 
he went back to the town where he was 
bom, and lived decently witti his wife and 
three daughters for some years. He had 
not any son, and was only about fifty-Aree 
years old when be died. 



THE HARD PATE 

OF ADMIRAL BYNG. 

Admiral Byng was commander of 
a British fleet, in the latter part of the 
reign of King Greorge the Second; when 
that king was at war with a foreign na- 
tion, and when great numbers of people 
in England expected to make large sums 
of money by conquering their enemies at 
sea. Now, it happened that at this very 
time the British fleet, commanded by Ad- 
miral Byng, had a battle with a fleet of 
the enemy, in which the EngliA were not 
so successful as they had often been, nor 
as the people of England expected they 
would be ; and a violent outcry arose 
against Admiral Byng, whom the people 
accused of being a coward. The Admiral 
was, in consequence, brought out to be 
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tried before what is termed a Court-mar- 
tial ; that is, a com! composed of men, 
bred, like himself, to the management of 
ships of war. Before this court, the Ad- 
miral proved that, at least, he was not a 
coward ; shewing, not only that he had, all 
his life, been distinguished as a temarkably 
brave man, but that he had been equally 
brave in this last battle, and had done his 
best. In the court that tried him, he had 
many enemies, who were forced to admit 
that he had shewn his courage sufficiently 
at other times, and tiiat he was brave 
enough on the occasion for which he was 
tried; but they smd he had not done all 
that might have been done to distress and 
destroy the enemy ; and, though it was 
allowed he had done what he thought 
was best, yet tlie court determined, that 
not to know what was best to be done, 
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was a crime ; and, wishing to please the 
vtilgar people of the country, they per- 
suaded the King to act. as if he thought 
so too, and to approve of thdr sentence ; 
which was, that Admiral Byng should be 
put to death. He was therefore, soon 
after receiving sent^ice, ordered to be 
shot on the quarter-deck of a large ship, 
on which great crowds of officers of the 
Navy, fuid of seamen who had fought 
often unda* the Admiral's command, were 
standing t^ see him suffer. Six soldiers, 
or Marines, as they are called on board of 
ships, were prepued with loaded muskets, 
to fire at the Admiral, who walked boldly 
up to them, and said, he wished to shew 
tiuxe who were looking on, Uiat he was 
not afraid to face death ; and desired that 
he might have leave to give the word to 
the soldiers to fire. But he looked so 
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Steadily and bravely at them, that, although 
they were resolute old soldiers, they tremr 
bled at the sight of the Admiral's firm 
countenance, and said, they could not 
shoot, he looked so sternly at them. He 
was therefore obliged to submit to have 
a bMidage put over his eyes; and when 
that was done, the men came very near 
him, and fired all at once into his bosom, 
on which he instantly fell dead. 

Many of the roughest and hardiest 
sailors were seen to shed tears, like boys,^ 
at his unhappy fate ; and he perished ge- 
nerally admired and lamented, even at the 
time. But, in a few years after, he was 
lamented stUl more; and now, every one 
is convinced that he was unjustly cotit 
demned and cruelly murdered. 

It is but justice to m«ition, that all the 
persons concerned in the trial of Admiral 
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Byng were not of one mind on the occa- 
sion. There was a Captain in the Court, 
whose honourable name should he for ever 
remembered; he was called Forbes; and 
he made a declaration to the Court, to the 
King, and to all the people of England, 
that to condemn a brave and good man, 
like Admiral Byng, would be a disgrace 
to themselves in after times ; and that he 
would rather die than say he approved of 
what they were doing. This gallant and 
wise man afterwards became himself an 
Admiral ; ■ and, living to be v^y old, had 
the satisfaction to find all people at last of 
his way of thinking, as to the cruelty and 
injustice of the sentence passed on Admi- 
ral Byng. 
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About seventy years ago, there was a 
war in America, between the English and 
French, who had each an anny in that 
country. 

The English were commanded by a 
young and great General, whose nune 
was Wolfe, who perceived that if he could 
but march with his men by one ^iicular 
way, and up a steep mountain, he miglit 
reach the army <rf the French in a very 
short space of time, and by doing so, .fight 
and probably conquer them. According 
to his plan, he resolved to march by night ; 
and directed that, while he and his sol(^ers 
were mounting the steep hills, a Captain 
of his should endeavour to go along by 
the river below, ^id lead some boats fuU 
of soldiers by that way, so as to meet and 
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help Wdife in the fight that was sure to 
take place at daybreak. This Captain's 
miine was Smith, and Wolfe chose him, ■ 
Wth on actx)unt of his courage and calm 
temp^, for this terrible adventm^. 

What chiefly Aiade it dangerous was, 
that the French had posted guards in dif- 
ferent places on tiie side of the river, to 
Watch the EngUsh, if ^ey attempted to 
pass; and, by discovering tiiem, put an 
bdA to Wolfe's plan, and possibly destroy 
his army. Captain Smith waited till the 
middle of the night ; and, when it was 
very dark, having filled many boats with 
soldiers, and getting into the for^nost boat 
himself, he set out. He had almost gone 
past the French sentinels, who were watch- 
ing for thdr enemy, when one of them 
heard the iioise of boats moving tJirough 
the water; and, as might be expected, 
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called out aloud^ according to the custom 
of guards, " Who goes tiiere ?" speaking , 
in French, of course. Most fortunately, 
Captain Smith spoke French also, and, for 
an Englishman, spoke it well ; and most 
fortunately, likewise, he was a clever, 
ready-minded man ; he thCTefore answered 
instantly, in French, that they who were 
with him were " friends .and soldiers." 
The Frenchman, not satisfied, cried out, 
" Of what re^ment ?" Captain Smith, 
remembering that there was a regiment 
called tke Queen's, in the French army, re- 
plied, " The. Queen's Regiment" The 
Frenchman then asked, " Whithra- they 
were going?" Poor CaptMn Smith was 
■now nearly at his wits' end, but not quite 
so; for, instead of telling where he and 
his men were going, he thought of a trick 
to puzzle the Frenchman, and said, " Hold 
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your tongue, you silly fellow ; if you 
make such a noise, the English wiU find us 
out, and we shall all be taken prisoners !" 
His presence of mind saved him: the 
French sentinel, being deceived, allowed 
the English to pass ; and by the rising of 
the sun, next mtoTiing, they joined Greneral 
Wolfe on a very wide plmn ; where, im- 
mediately after, a great battle took place, 
in which the illusMous Wolfe, and the 
brave French General, whose name was 
Montcalm, were both slain; each dying 
honourably for his countay. But the 
English completely won the victory, and 
took possession of all the land round about, 
which they have kept ever since. 
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There was, in fonner times, a King of 
the Island of Sicily. This King was very 
rich, powerful, and wise, and governed his 
people so well that they loved him greatly. 
But he found that to rule in such a m^- 
ner as to please every body, was more than 
he could do; and that there were both 
gentlemen and ladies about his court who 
were discontented with him. 

One particular cause of complaint against, 
his Majesty, was, it seems, his fondness for 
a person of the name of Bertholde, in whose 
company the King enjoyed the greatest 
pleasure, and was accustomed even to ask 
advice of him in any difficult matter. This 
provoked the discontented courtiers, espe- 
d^y because Bertholde always walked 
about the roy^ palace in the dress of a 
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poor peasant; or country fellow; and could 
not be persuaded to put on embroidered 
clothes, like the other attendants on the 
court; he was, moreover, most friglitfullv 
ugly and badly shaped. But he was as 
remarkable for wisdom, honesty, and wit; 
which naturally caused him to be hated by 
most of the foolish and wicked people 
about him, who at last found means to 
persuade the King, by taking false oaths, 
that his poor friend Bertholde had com- 
mitted a great crime, and that he ought to 
have him put to death. 

The King doubted that he was guilty, 
but nevertheless gave orders that he should 
be hung in a neighbouring forest; yet did 
he lament him sorely, and wish that his 
own ingenuity might still help to save him 
from a fate so dreadful. When the day of " 
Bertholde's sentence to die arrived, he was 
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led forth bound with cords, aiid sutiounded 
by a troop of horse soldier^, who had dU 
rections to lide with him into the wood, 
and there execute him. Just then, Ber- 
tholde begged, as a favour to be allowed to 
take leave of the King, to which the King 
unwillingly consented ; for it cut him to 
the heart to part with his dear, fdthful 
Bertholde, who being permitted to ap- 
proach his Majesty, kissed his hand, and 
said he had a petition to make. " Make 
it," replied the King, with t^rs in his eyes, 
" and be it what it may, I will grant it, — 
unless you wish for life— but, alas! you 
must die!" — " Oh, I know that," answered 
Bertholde, " and am resigned; all I ask is, 
tiiat you, my King, and my true friend, 
will permit me to choose the tree on which 
lam to be hanged." The King said that he 
undoubtedly might ; and that he did not 
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think it any great favour to ^ve him hia 
choice in so small a matter. But Ber- 
tholde knew well what he was about ; for 
when he and the party of troopers guard- 
ing him, reached the wood, and when the 
rope to hang him was prepared, he was 
placed under a tree for the purpose of be- 
ing tied up to it — ^there to end his days 
and his sorrows. Bertholde, however, said 
he did not, somehow, like that tree ; and 
as his good master had given him his 
dioice, he would try another. The soldiers 
trotted with him from tree to tree, almost 
aU through the forest, and might have 
trotted till now ; for Bertholde had a par- 
ticular dislike to every tree at which they 
stopped. The troopers, half-dead with fa- 
tigue, went off one after another, till Ber- 
tholde was left alone, when he went off 
likewise, reached a peasant's cottage, and 
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tba« had his hands unbound* and got food 
and shelter for several wedcs. In the 
mean time the troopers returned to the pa- 
lace, and honestly UAA the King the truth, 
and what a trick Bertholde had played on 
them. At this the King was secretly re- 
joiced, and soon after opoily said so ; for 
he had discovered Bertholde's innocence, 
and cried out, tiiat he would give a hun- 
dred pieces of gold to any one who would 
bring Bertholde alive before him. 

Bertholde, who had friends as well as ene- 
mies at court, BOtMi heard of the King's joy, 
and his off» of the reward. He therefore 
lost not a moment, but getting back pri- 
vately to the palace ran directly into the 
great hall, where the King and all his nobles 
were seated, fell at tbe foot of the throne, 
and desired the King to pay him the 
money; which his Majesty readily did, 
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and laughed heartily when he gave it to 
him ; being oveijoyed at the return of one 
he loved so well, and whose advice was so 
useful to him. That it was so, the pext 
anecdote of this ugly and extraordinary 
man will shew. 



The King of Sicily, after much con- 
sideration, gave notice to his nobles that he 
was resolved on doing something of great 
consequence to all the people of his king- 
dom ; and informed the lords who were 
with him, at the time, that he would tell 
them what his intention was, if they would 
solemnly promise him not to tell their 
wives one word about it; but not otherwise. 
The nobles readily gave the King the pro- 
mise he desired ; the secret of state was re- 
vealed to them, and they went home. Some- 
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how orother,the wives of such as had wives, 
heard of what had passed, and tormented 
their husbands to make them break their 
promise to the King, and communicate the 
secret to them. This they honourably 
refused to do ; but the ladies grew per- 
fectly outrageous, raised riots among the 
citizens, and caused such disturbance in 
the Court, that the King -was made quite 
miserable, and knew not what to think of 
in order to pa*ify the people, and force 
those turbulent women to behave properly. 
In his distress, he sent for Bertholde, told 
him how unhappy he was, and asked him 
what was the best thing to be done ; 
*aying out, " Even you, dear Bertholde, 
cannot help me now !" — " I am not sure 
that I can," answered Bertholde; "but I'm 
sure that I can try." And then he promised 
to consider what the King had said, and 
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probably omtriTe some plan before morn- 
ing. 

Ill the morning, b^ore the King was up, 
Bertholde came into his room, locked the 
door, that no <Hie might overhear what they 
were saying, and comforted his Majesty, by 
observing that he had thought of a way to 
put an end to the uproar which alarmed 
him. Accordingly, he ^ewed the King a 
small box made of wood, in which he had 
shut up a live sparrow ; and advised the 
King to detiver the box to the wife of one 
of his gieat lords: t^ her to keep it safely 
in her own possession, not let any one 
know she had it, not dedre to find out 
what was in it, and to return it into his 
own hands next morning. , 

The King wondered and smiled; but, 
remembering the admirable good sense of 
Bertholde, did as he was advised. The 
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lady who got the box, was very proud of 
the compliment paid her by his Majesty ; 
so proud, indeed, that she could not help 
telling another lady, her particular friend, 
who also had a particular friend to let into 
the 8ea«t ; till, at last, aU the court ladies 
knew it, and met together in a large apart- 
ment of the palace, mCTely, as they said, to 
examine the outside of the Uttle box, and 
guess what was within. They guessed, and 
guessed again ; and then began to consider 
that they were nothing nearer to know- 
ing what the box contained, unless they 
opened it. 

After speaking for a long time in whis- 
pers, and walking on tiptoe all round the 
room, and thus gathering, in a crowd, in 
the middle of it, they agreed, that to die of 
curiosity was a dreadful and unnatural'sort 
of death, and, if possible, worse than being 
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beheaded ; that the King could do no more 
than kill them after all; and, in short, 
that, come what would of it, they would 
open the box. 

The box they opened : and no sooner 
had they done so than a fat lively little 
bird, rejoiced to regain his Uborty, flew out, 
and, making directly for the window, with 
the swiftness of lightning, flew quite away. 
At this, as may be supposed, the unhappy 
ladies were terrifled beyond expression 
The chief lady of the party, however, 
thought of getting another little bird, 
which would be no difficult matter, and, 
putting it into the box, give it, the next 
day, to the King, and say nothing of what 
had happened. This, at first, appeared 
likely to set every thing right; but, un- 
luckily, the poor ladies could by no means 
come to one opinion as to what kind of 
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bird it was which had flown so quickly out 
of their sight. The King would know, 
though they did not; and were they to 
present his Majesty with a wrong bird, 
they were sure to be detected. 

'Guessing wa3 now even harder than be- 
fore: one said she was certain the bird 
which fled was a goldfinch ; another, that 
it was a bullflnch : this lady argued in fa- 
vour of a sparrow, and that lady was 
ready to swear it was a tom-tit: — but 
disputes were useless — they were in de- 
spair — the day was wearing away — and, 
although they detested Bertholde, they 
knew how wise he was, and, in their dis- 
tress, sent for him. Bertholde, who only 
waited for this, soon came, and, pret^iding 
to be greatly astonished and alarmed at the 
frightful situation in which he found them, 
offered to go instantly, and, if possible, 
obtain their pardon from the King ; if they, 
C.oojlc 



THB OBNEROUS DOG. 89 

on their part, would promise to beoome 
p^ectly well behaved, and never again 
ask to be made acquainted with secrets of 
state. In their terror, the ladies promised 
every thing ; the King, who saw aU the 
devemess of Bertholde's contrivance, was 
no longer afraid of being forced to tell the 
courtiers' wives what he was going to do, 
and once more had peace within the walls 
of his palace ; for which, and for many 
other reasons, he loved and chmshed Ber- 
tholde to his dying day. 



>. THE GENEROUS DOG. 

The country of Wales is perhaps alto- 
gether the most beautiful part' of Great 
Britiun, containing very high mountains, 
large woods, deep green valleys, winding 
1 a 
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streams, clear and fast-running rivers, and 
many grand ruins of abbeys and castles 
of former days. 

These fine ruins of castles were once 
places where princes and powerful lords 
lived merrily ; and they used to ride about 
in the hiUs and forests near them, chiefly in 
order to hunt wolves, which, in those old 
times, were in such numbras in Wales, 
that every gentleman kept at least two 
or three very large strong dogs, to defend 
both their flocks and themselves irom the 
attacks of these fierce wild beasts. 

Now, there w^as among the great men 
in Wales, at that time, a lord or prince, 
whose name was Howel, the owner of a 
high castle, which stood where many trees 
grew, and mountains rose on every side. 
He had a little son, not more than three 
years old, of whom he was passionat^y 
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fond ; and an amazmgly large courageous 
dog, of which he was ahnost as fond as 
he was of young Howel, his son. The 
great d<^ too was very fond of the little 
boy, as well as of his father ; would carry 
the diild on his back round the court- 
yard of the castle ; and, in fact, never liked 
to leave him, unless to go and hunt wolves 
with Prince Howel, his master. But this 
he did like greatly, and would bark and 
jump for joy, when, eaily in the morning, 
he saw the horses pacing up and down 
b^ore the castle gates, and the Prince 
dressed in a suit of thick leather, like brown 
armour, with gilded spurs on his heels, a 
shining sword by his side, and a spear in 
his hand. 

One morning, just as the sun began 
to blaire above the mountains, the Prince 
made ready fox his favourite sport, and 
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expected to see Luath, which was the 
great dog's name, prepared, as usual, to 
run hrfore his horse, and ^ve notice whrai 
they came near the place where the wolves 
generally were: but, to his wonder Mid 
vexation, Luath stood still, looked almost 
angrily at his beloved master, and by his 
manner shewed that he was resolved not 
to attend him. The Prince, though much 
surprised, went off wiAout him, and hunt- 
ed for the greatra* part of the day, but 
returned at night to his castle fatigued 
and in low spirits ; for his sport was dull 
without the company of his dog ; and, in- 
deed, diuing his ride, he thought more of 
his son, the Uttle Howel, and of what he 
imagined to be the base ingratitude of 
Luath, than he did of any thing else. 

According to his custom, no soonerwas he 
in the castle again, than he ran up the great 
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staircase, to look for, and ktts and play with 
his little boy ; but instead of findii^ him, 
witii his anns held out ready to receive 
his father, as he expected, he saw the 
child's bed much tossed and tumbled, and 
stained with blood ; and Luath, more 
bloody still than the clothes he was look- 
ing at, and with anger and terror in his 
eyes, standing near what he thought was 
the dead body of his dear boy. Despair 
and fury seized upon the mind of the 
unhappy Prince; he drew his sword, 
and, reproadiii^ Luath for bis treachery 
and cruelty, stabbed him de^ly two or 
three times! Notwithstanding his hurts, 
the poor afflicted animal crept to his mas- 
ter's feet, licked the hand of the Prince 
which had given him his wounds, and, 
after moaning once or twice, lay down 
and died. 
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At that melancholy moment, Prince 
Howel thought he had heard something 
stir on the bed, and, tmning towards it, 
saw his dear boy just awaking from a sound 
sleep, and in perfect health ; and then 
obsen^ed, that near the child there lay an 
enormous IfU'ge dead wolf ! 

He at once understood the fatal truth. 
The noble Luath had known that the 
wolf was watching near the castle to seize 
the litde Howel ; had staid at home to 
defend the precious child he loved so well ; 
had fought and slain the tarible creature ; 
had saved his favourite for his master's 
sake ; and that master, in a passionate 
mistake, had killed him. 

It is said, that Prince Howel made a 
grave and a monument for his brave and 
generous dog ; and, though he lived many 
years, and saw his son grow to be a man, 
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it is also said he was never known t» smile 
again.. 

^ THE APE THE BEST DOCTOR. 

There was an English gendeman, who 
had lived several years in the East Indies, 
and, while there, took great pleasure in 
studying what is called natural history ; 
that is, the natures of the many birds, 
beasts, fishes, and reptiles, of the country. 
He could the easier do this, because near 
the place where he lived was a huge 
forest, in which there was every sort of 
tree which grows in India, and two or 
three large lakes. Among the trees in 
this forest, some were of a most extra- 
ordinary kind, caUed the Banyan tree, 
which, though a single tree, was in itself, 
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at one and the same time, like both a 
grove and a great temple. The stem is 
vray thick, and the branches very long; 
but these branches, when they grow to a 
certain Imgth, bend down towards the 
ground, and, as soon as they reach the 
earth, get each a root, grow into trees with 
iHiindies, and these again drooping get 
roots likewise : so that one tree has many 
green lanes arched ova* head, which may 
be .compared to the long passages in an old 
cathedral. Now, in one of the largest <^ 
these surpimng trees, creatures of different 
kinds lived and brought up thar young ; 
but most eapedally it was frequented by 
a race of apes, a large sort of monkeys 
without tails; which, though they go 
Ml all fmiTS, have not, in fact, any feet, 
but rather four hands; as they can hold 
a Iffanch, or lift up fruit and other things 
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with what we should call the hind foot, 
precisely the same as a man could with his 
iingers and thumb. 

The English gentleman was delighted 
to watch these creatures, to see them play 
with their little ones, teach them to jump 
from branch to br^ich, or pimish them 
when they did wrong. At last, the time , 
came for his returning to Europe ; when 
he felt more sorrow in leaving- his old 
friends, the monkeys, than any other thing 
in the country, and resolved to pay them 
a parting visit. 

As he was a kind-hearted man, and had 
never done the poor brutes the slightest 
harm, they were by no means aft^id of him : 
on the contrary, when they saw him crane 
towards their haunts, they used to crowd 
the tops of their great tree, peep out at him, 
and chatter with a most surprising noise. 

X 
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On the morning of his bidding them tare- 
wel, he hftd provided himse^ with a quan- 
tity of small fruit to throw amtaig them, 
knowing that the moment his back was 
turned they would come down and eat it ; 
but now, as soon as he stood near^ the tree, 
one large ape boldly came towards him, 
and even followed him about closely, as if 
he had a mind either to pick his pod^et or 
go home with him. To this thegentieman 
made no sort of objection ; and, to his 
astonishment, Jacko, as he called him, 
actually attended him to his house. There 
he coaxed and petted him excessivdy ; and 
instead' of tying him up, left hkn at lihMty 
to go or come as he pleased. But so far 
was Jadcb from going away, that he would 
hardly quit the gentleman for a minute, 
day or night ; and there is little doubt that 
had he left the poor ape behind when be 
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went an board tiie ship to return to his 
own country, Jacko woilld have died of 
grief. ,' 

During l^e voyage, his master had a 
snug bed Made f Of his affectionate wild 
friend in his own cabin ; and the two were 
happy in each other's' company while the 
voyage lasted, whioh was about five 
months. 



X THE STORY OF THE APE 

COKCLUDED. 

The gentleman and his ape arrived safe 
in England, and, by a lucky chance, in the 
very part of the country in which the gen- 
tleman -vtas bom, and where he intended 
to settle for the remainder of his days. 

He had money enough to live comforta- 
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bly in a fine house surrounded by gardens; 
and there he fixed himself. But he had 
neitha* wife nor child ; and had been so 
long abroad, that he had not even one 
relation or old acquaintance left ; so that, 
although he had several neighbours, who 
called on him now and then, and to whom 
he paid visits; yet, on the whole, his life 
was duU and dismal ; or, at least, would 
have often been so, but for the constant 
affection of the faithful Jacko, whose droU , 
tricks, friskiness, and merry looks, amused 
him greatly. 

Jacko, like all his tribe, was certmnly 
fond of doing mischief ; that is to say, he 
could not endure to be idle ; and would 
rather do wrong, than not do something. 
Many stories were told of him to his mas- 
ter by the servants ; some of which were 
true, and others not. For instance, when 
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they,through carelesaiesB, had broken plates 
and dishes, they accused Jscko, because 
once or twice he had brok«i some. They 
even charged him with stealing, which he 
never did; and at one time they carried 
their ill<will so far as to declare, that if the 
cook had not arrived at the moment, Jacko 
had caught the cat by the back of the 
neck, and was going to put her into a pot 
of boiling water : but this, there is reason 
to beheve, was altogether the cook's in- 
vention to ruin Jacko's character. To tell 
the truth, the old gentleman h^ but a 
very bad set of servants: like other rich 
old bachelors, he had about him too* many 
people who had not employment enough, 
and passed most of tfaedr time in eating, 
drinking, and cheating their master. . 

It h^ipeAed at length, that the ^taa&e- 
man was seized with a fit of sickness, and' 

K S 
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growing very ill, sent for ah apothecary, 
who knew more than apothecaries often 
do, for he knew the sick man's disorder, 
though not how to cure him. 

The disease was of a most alarming 
kind, called a quinsey, or swelling of the 
throat, of which the person who has it 
must die unless soon cured; as, with a 
quinsey, it is impossible to breathe; and 
without drawing breatJi, none can live. 
The apothecary was not clever «iough to 
help the unhappy sick gentleman, who 
grew so l)ad, that at last he lay without 
motion, xaA with his eyes almost closed ; 
so that bis wicked and cunning servants 
supposed him all the same as dead, and 
began to steal every thing in his room on 
which they could put their hands; They 
walked off with his watch, his clothes, 
and even the very chairs, tables, carpets, 
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and bed-curtwns; for they were all in a 
plot together ; and knew that the monkey 
Jacko, though he did not assist, could not 
tdl stories of them. The miserable old 
gentleman saw plainly enough what was 
going on ; but was unable either to move 
or speak, being nearly sufibcated by the 
swelling in Ms throat; when, at that in- 
stant, Jacko, whom he had not seen for 
some time in his apartment, put in his 
sooty head, ^id cast his little sparkling 
eyes on all the vacant places in the room, 
as if he meant to say, " Ay, ay ; they have 
Taken all they could T Then slily coming 
over to his master's bed-side, he thrust 
forth his paw and snatched off the old 
gentleman's red nightcap, which he first 
put upon his own black pate ; then grave- 
ly walked to the door, and, in imitation of 
the other deserters, made his master a very 
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low bow ; as mudi as to say, " I 'm otP 
too !" But the drollery of the action, and 
the expression of the ape's face, quite over- 
came the sadness of the sick man, bad 
«5 he was: he could not resist bursting 
into a most violent fit of laughing, which 
atstantly broke the swdling in ius throat, 
and as instantly restored both his breath 
and his vcnoa 

Jadcor hetffing his dear master speak 
once more, soon ran back to him,, and re- 
turned him his nightcap, embracing him a 
thousand times, and leaping about as if he 
would have gone mad with joy. 

The apothecary then' appeared, and gave 
his best advice ; in a few days the gentle- 
man was completely recovered, got a set 
of good servants in place of his bad ones, 
and lived many years afterwards to shew. 
by constant kindness, his love and grati- 

-n— Google 



THE 81BGB OP LONDONDBBBRY. lOd 

tude towards the aflfectionate ape to whom 
he owed so much. 



^ THE SIEGE OF LONDONDERRY. 

In the northern part of Ireland, there is 
a dty, called Derry, or more properly 
Londonderry ; a name given to it by some 
families from London who originally settled 
there, and wished to keep in memory tlie 
great capital city of England, ftora which 
they came. 

These Londoners, and their friends and 
relations were, in religious matters, what 
are termed Protestants, like the Enghsh 
in general, and at variance with the 
Roman Catholics, which the Irish mostly 
are. Now, the King of England, about a 
hundred and forty years ago, being a Ro- 
man Catholic himself, encouraged the Irish 
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greatly, ami was unfriendly to the I^o- 
testant part of his subjects, who therefore 
invited a' Protestant prince to come from 
Holland and comnumd their armies, and 
make war against James, the Catholic king. 
The Protestant prince, whose name was 
William, came accordingly, and helped to 
drive away King James, who at first fled to 
France, but afterwards went to Ireland, 
where he had friends and an army, who 
fought some battles for him, and took pos- 
session of several towns. 

Among the rest, they tried to take Lon- 
donderry; but found it impossible to force 
their way into that city, because the appren- 
tices and inhabitants generally shut the gates 
and kept the Irish out. The Irish troops 
then endeavoured to starve the people with- 
in, and for this purpose placed a great num- 
ber of soldiers as near the town walls as they 
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dared to go, that they might shoot any who 
should attempt to escape, or to convey bread 
OT meat to the hungry people in the town. 
And, as on one side of Deny the sea flows 
up, they there stretched a very long and 
thick chain of iron across the harbour, so that 
English ships could not pass to give the 
people food by means of boats ; besides, 
the Irish and Frendi had ships outside of 
the harbour, ready to fight any English 
ships which came near enough. Most dis- 
mal and dreadful was the state of the hun- 
gry people in the city, when all their store 
of bread and meat was gone; yet, they 
chose rather to starve than ^ve up the 
town to the enemy. And many, many 
hundreds died of hunger, but not until they 
had eaten their horses, dogs, cats, the rats 
and the mice of the place, and even their 
saddles, boots, and shoes, which, being made 
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of skins, would, when boiied, serve as a 
sort of food for a little while. 

At length their misay became so great, 
tiiat only some of them, and those the 
strongest of the soldiers, could just crawl 
early in the morning to the walls, tmd 
there stray about Uke shadows rather than 
men, they were worn so thin; and, lifting 
up their withered arms in the air, cry and 
moan for food, md for help from their 
English friends. One day, and just at 
sun-rise, when all who were able to go 
there had mounted as usual to their post 
upon the walls, they saw a stout ship with 
English colours flying, making towards 
the town, and trying, by rushing against 
the great chain, to break it asunder, and 
get to them. 

Their last hope depended on this at- 
tempt of the English ship ; and dreadful 
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indeed iras their anxiety when they like- 
wise saw h«-, at the same moment, 4iven 
back to sea by the strength of the chain, 
and iired upon by a large French ship! 
The English ship, of course, fired at the 
Fr^ich, and a long and fierce battle fol- 
lowed. It is not easy to imagine any 
thing so horrible as the terror of the un- 
happy, starving people, while the fight 
lasted ; as they knew that if the French 
ship should win the victory, they must 
then all be lost. 

They fell upon their knees and prayedfor 
the success of their friends ; and tmnbled, 
and screamed as loud as they could every 
time they heard the thundering- noise of 
the cannons, and the shouts of the seamen, 
&om the midst of flashes of fire and clouds 
of smoke. But, by and by, they heard 
great cheering from one of the ships ; and 

L 
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as the smoke cleared away, they saw what 
made them nearly -mad with astonishment 
and joy ! They saw the French ship look- 
ing like a great black boat, without a mast, 
and rolling about in the water ; while the 
English man-of-war, with colours flying, 
drove against and snapped the iron chain, 
and immediately after, came dose up to 
-Deny walls. This ship was followed by 
several more, all laden with provisions of 
every kind; the poor thin creatures in the 
city once more had plenty to eat and 
drink; and, to complete their happiness, 
their enemies on all sides went off, and left 
them to enjoy the liberty they had so 
dearly earned. 
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Some years ago, in a small town, or ra- 
ther village, in England, there lived a 
clergyman, who had the care of a parish 
in the neighbourhood. He was married 
to a very gentle and amiable young lady, 
and had a son, who, at the time when this 
history begins, was about five years old. 
They lived in a neat and pretty small 
house, which they called Primrose Cot- 
tage, because it was originally of the colour 
of a primrose ; though afterwards it was 
hardly pMsible to know the colour of the 
building, as it was nearly covered with ivy 
and honeysuckle. Here they lived; poor, 
but contented and happy, because they 
were both good, and greatly beloved. The 
wife was loved, because she used to help 
the sick and needy with physic and cheap 
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food ; and now and then by gn.ving a piece 
of fiannel or linen to such as wanted dothes 
in the winter.'time for themgelveg, (« their 
little ones : and by her way of domg aiU 
this, and a civil maimer of qfteakmg to the 
people, she went tlKir hearts still more. 
The der^man, on his side, gained- general 
respect and good will by doing aH hie du. 
ties, public and private, with Tpexfect re- 
gularity, and as if he took true pleasure 
in these, and in nothing else. He was a 
real priest of the Church, of England, and 
used no new forms or fashions in praying 
or {Hreaching : with the sorrowful and the 
dying among his flock, he was sad and so- 
lemn ; fuid, when he could not console 
than otherwise, would shew that he at 
least felt for their misfortimes. Eut with 
the yoimg, the gay, and the happy> he 
seemed ha^y and gay himself, and en- 
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couraged tiiem in their sports andgames; 
and when they played cricket or football, 
or danced, he would look on ddighted, as 
he sat in his green arm-chair on. the little 
grassplat . before his own door;' while- his 
wife worked at her needle, seated near 
him; and their healthy, cheerful, boy 
played in their sight. 

These were their joyful times :' both 
were young ; and, if they had not fortunfe, 
they had hope to enliven them ; and when 
they had an hour to spare fix)m their dif- 
ferent duties, they passed that hour in 
laying plans for the happiness of their 
dear child. 

One day, however, the dergyman, on 
coming home after the church service was 
over, was silent and pale ; he .went to bed 
e^ly ; the next . morning, ■ he ;Could not 
rise ; and in four days more, he was dead, 
t 3 
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And now woe came where joy h«d been; 
and weeping instead ol smiles ; axiA where 
all before had been ho^, there was now 
nothing but despair. A new clergyman 
anived to 1111 th« place of the last ; and 
the pon, &iAom, and Mendless mother 
VM obBged to lead her innocent boy by 
the hand from what was no longer tbcar 
ewn door, and to bid farewd for ever to 
diePniiMOSe Cottage. 



THE GOOD SON. 

CONTIMDBD. 



NcrrniNG can wdl be imaj 
mnerabie than the unhappy widow. In 
losing her huiboiul, she had lost her pro- 
tector (Hid her bdoved companion— all het 
pcnra- lai dmng good to odms—and abnost 
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all her means of supporting herself, and 
one she loved more than herself, her little 
um. 

She had no friends, except among the 
poor, who can be of no use to such aa 
are poor like themselves ; and she had 
scarcely any money to hire a lodging, or 
buy a meal to eat. But something she 
must do; and therefore she went to the 
house of a humble lEanner, a good man, 
who had known her in better tamefl, and 
lie readily agreed to give her shelter in a 
anall room that looked out <m an (Hx^hard 
at the bade of his house, in which there 
was a bed for herself, and, in a little doset 
behind it, a crib for her boy. 

It was also settled that they should 
share the plain food whidi the farmer and 
liis wife were contented to eat ; and, by 
way of paying for these comforts, the poor 
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lady undertook to do as much for them. 
as she was able -to perfonn. By d^;rees, 
she made herself Useful ; and she was so 
gmtle, and so sweet-tempo^d, and had so 
little pride, that at last they percaved 
they could not Uve happily without her.. 

Any spare time she had, she employed 
in teaching her boy to read and write; 
and when, at night, he was in bed and 
asleep, and she thought no one ob- 
served her, she would, many a time, sit 
down and weep; then pray to God for 
pity, and at length go to sleep herself. 
In this manner, and walking with her boy 
in the orchard, and conversing with the 
farmer and his dame, and seldom being 
heard of, or spoken to, by any body else, 
some years passed over. 

Her son was not only the chief object of 
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h^ affection, but her constant companion ; 
and so fond yfoi he of his mother, and so 
fateful to her (the proof of his having a 
noble mind), that he would haxdly ever 
leave her ; and while he was seated by hef 
^de, as children must do something, he used 
to amuse himself with cutting little bits of 
wood into dii&rent shapes, or mouldit^ 
a lump of bees' wax, which the farma* 
had given him,, into the resemblance, as 
he thcHight, of hards, cows, &c. He at last 
fini^ied the likeness of a g(xA in wax, so 
much to the satisfaction of bis friends, 
that the fanner grew proud of shewing 
the little figure to gentlemen and others 
passing by. 

One day, a thin old man, dressed in very 
poor clothes, stopped for many minufes 
to look at the goat, as it stood in the 
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parlour window ; and presently coming in, 
asked very humbly to be allowed to examine 
the waxen figm^ : the farmer was pleased 
with this, and said, " Sit down, old man, 
and look at it as long as you like; and 
take a glass of strong beer, to refresh you." 
The old stranger, sitting down, refused the 
beer, with many thanks ; but desired the 
farmer to tell him, if possible, who made 
the goat. The farmer said he would soon do 
that ; and, calling the boy from his mother's 
little room, introduced him to the old man, 
who made many inquiries about him, as 
who he was ; how old ; and who was his 
teacher ? The boy Miswered, that he lived 
with his mother, at the house of the good 
farmer, wh»e they then were ; that he was 
nine years of age ; and had learned to read 
and write from his moth^; but had not 
been taught to carve or mould by any one. 
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The stranger then asked, with great hu> 
mility, to see his motiier, who immediately 
came out to him, and repeated the infor- 
mation the boy had abeady given him. 
The old man said he seemed a good child, 
and rather ingenious ; that he himself had 
once, in his better days, a turn for carving 
sticks and stones, and liked any thing of 
the kind ; that he knew a stone mason in 
the next village, who would, he thought. 
* give the poor boy something to do in his 
way, if his mother had no objection ; and 
that, with her leave, he would speak of 
him to the mason, on his road home. 

The boy, who seldom smiled, smiled 
now at the notion of having something 
large' to carve: the mother was thankful 
to the old stranger; only she was rather 
sad at the thought of her boy being ab- 
sent from her for some hours every day, 
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as he must be if employed ; but the good- 
hearted farmer and his wife advised her 
not to refuse the ofifer, if the mason would 
agree to the (dd man's plan ; and so he went 
away. 

N, No)le.k t^is 

"" "• THE GOOD SON. 

CONCLUDED. 

In a few days after this visit from the 
poor old stranger, the boy's mother re- 
c^ved a letter, signed N. but nothing tuare, 
telling her, that if her son would go along 
with the messenger who left the letter, he 
would t^e him to the mason they had 
spoken of together ; and as the' distance 
was but about half a mile, the exercise vi 
walking would do him good. A decent- 
looking oountryman waited for him ; the 
mother sighed, but let him go; the boy 
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went,half joyful, half melancholy ; and the. 
fanner, who greatly liked the child, would 
go with him, and promised to bring him 
back, on his returii from market. 

For several months, this obedient child 
continued to attend his master, the mason, 
and was always regular in returning to his 
moth^ at the end of three or four hours 
each day. To her, the &st sound of his 
foot and sight of his face were always 
welcome ; he was as respectful and tender 
towards her as ever; and, in fact, in nothing 
was he changed, except in what is now to 
be mentioned : he said, he was exceedingly 
fond of the work he had to do, and that 
his master praised him ; but still he made 
a sort of secret of what he was doing 
while away. He was a boy of an uncdm- 
mcHi character, and had the serious face, 
and the soisible words in tidking, of boys 

H 
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.three years older than himself; insomuch, 
that his observing mother felt a sort of 
respect for him, and allowed him to keep 
his secret as long as he chose. 

Some more time had passed in this 
manner, when, towards the sunset of a fine 
summer's day, as the mdancholy widow 
was ^tting outside of the cottage door, 
now and then talking to her son, and often 
looking up at the streaks of crimson and 
gold which adorned the sky. the farmer 
came home much later tiian he usually 
did, and said he had a letter for mistress, 
which he was desired to give into her own 
hands. The widow took the letter into 
her apartment; but presoitly afterwards 
rather mn than walked out ag^, giving 
the letter to the farmer' and his wife to 
read; while she herself, shedding many 
tears, threw her arms round her boy's 
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neck, and kissed his cheeks, crying out, 
" My dear, my excellent child !" 

The farmer, having read the letter, 
seemed as much astonished and rejoiced 
as she herself was. And it was no wonder 
that those who loved the boy, and wished 
him well, should be pleased with the news 
in the letter ! It was, as before, signed N. 
and informed the delighted mother that 
her son had made a model in clay for a 
statue, and sent his performance to him in 
London ; that he had shewn it to several 
great judges of the art ; and that they, as a 
reward, had sent the mother, for the use 
of her clever boy, the sum of fifty pounds. 
This was indeed a sum much larger 
than she had been mistress of for many a 
long day, and at once gave her indepen- 
dfflicy. 

Her generous, and now proud and hap- 
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py boy, put a bank-note for the money 
into his mother's hand ; and was going to 
speak, but could not ; some tears fell from 
his eyes on his mother's cheek as she em- 
braced him; and both went — as the mo- 
ther s^d — to walk together in the orchard^ 
but perhaps it was to sit down and weep 
for joy. 

They could now afford, in some mea- 
sure, to reward the kind farmer and his 
wife for their former friendly behaviour, 
by making them a handsome present ; and 
accordingly the widow bought a fine, but 
not too fine a gown for the wife, and a 
most beautiful young spotted cow for her 
husband. 

But wonders, instead of ending with 
what had just happened, were only be- 
ginning. . In a year or two after, the in- 
genious youth, who was more and more 
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pleased with his employment, made a sta- 
tue of white marble, and wrote to his 
friend N. to tell him what he had done, 
and to say he was ashwned to shew his 
work to any one except to him ; but 
greatly wished that he could see it. 

In about a fortnight ^m this, as he 
was returning to the cottage after finish- 
ing his work for the day, and had just 
reached the door, he heard the noise of 
carriage wheels; and scarcely had he en- 
tered, and while he was yet holding his 
mother's hand in his, a chariot drove up 
and stopped ; a servant in rich livery 
opened the carriage door, and, to the utter 
amazement of the boy, his mother, the 
farmer and his wife, out of the carriage 
■came poor old N., (for they knew him by 
no other name,) dressed much as before; 
and, as before, dvil and humble in Ms look 
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and. way of speaking. He shook hands 
with them all round ; and, seating himself, 
said, " This time I will take a glass of 
your beer, farmer: I have rather a long 
story to tell ; that is, a long one for me, 
as I MQ not fond. of using many words." 
And then, having drunk his hea-, and had 
a little bread and cheese, he proeedded; 
addressing himself, with great respect, 
chiefly to the boy's mother. "As you 
have been in London, Madam, you may 
have seen such and such marUe statues," 
which he mentioned. She said, she well 
remembered them, and how beauteous they 
were. " Well, Madam," said he, " they 
were made by me ; as were some others 
which you may not have seen: I have 
obtmned a little fame, a good deal of mo- 
ney, and some share of credit among per- 
sons of consequence in town, who are 
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pleased to say that I understand my art ; 
and they generally shew favour to any one 
whom I recommend. I formerly suspect- 
ed, that your son had genius; a gift few 
have: I have long been satisfied that he 
had great talents ; and, unknown to him, 
have examined a piece of sculpture he has 
just finished, and shewn it to better judges 
than myself." . Then turning towards the 
young man, he added, " And I now have 
the pleasure to present him with the price 
which the King himself has commanded 
me to pay him for the beautiful statue he 
has made, and which I shall take with me 
to London to be placed in the Royal Pa- 
lace. The thoney, my young friend, is 
one thousand guineas ; a large sum, but 
not too much for the work of genius you 
have produced, nor for the wise and ge- 
nerous use I know you will make of it." 
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The rest of the youth's story is easily 
told : he soon made a great fortune, and 
gained such renown, that a statue by him 
reflected honour on his country. He ren- 
dered his beloved mother as happy as her 
son's virtuous name, and the wealth he 
shared with her, could make her; enriched 
the good farmer and his wife to their 
heart's content ; and never, for a day, for- 
got his debt of love and gratitude to the 

OLD STRANGEE. 
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' In a certmn part of Devonshire, and 
several years ago, there lived a clergyman, 
of the name of Ileynolds, who had a son, 
c^ed Joshua, to whom his father gave 
a good school education, probably intend- 
ing him to be a clergyman, li^e himself. 
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But the boy, from an early age, that is, 
when he was but. six or seven years (Jd, 
though mild, sweet-tempered, Mid obedi- 
ent, would still employ himself in drawing 
figures and faces of some sort, with a pen- 
cil or a bit of chalk, instead of reading in 
a book. 

His father was a man of sound sense, 
and therefore thought that where a child 
shewed a great indination to employ him- 
self in any one particular way, especially 
in what was good, he was likely to do 
much more, than if engaged in what was. 
disagreeable to him. Because it is proba- 
ble that Nature intends men, as well as 
other creatures, for different purposes, and 
gives them a kind of cleverness which in- 
clines them to do some things better than 
they could do otiiers. Education may 
force a man to try and do almcrat any 
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thing, but cannot make him do any thing 
well, unl^3 he should happen to like his 
employment. Now, in the case of young 
Reynolds, he was fond of drawing, be- 
cause he had a wonderous sharp sight and 
supple fingers. His father observing this, 
bought him paper, pencils, and colours; 
and, after a time, had him instructed by a 
master, who, though not a good p^ntCT 
himself, knew how to teach the art to 
anothCT. Hia scholar, Joshua, loved great- 
ly to look at pictures painted in colours 
mixed with oil, instead of water: these 
oil colours {as they, are called) last much 
longer than water colours, and are not so 
easily spoiled ; and for that reason are best 
to use in -painting the Ukeness of a man, 
which is intended to be se^ after the 
man is dead, and shew what kind of per- 
son he was. 
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Young Reynolds looked so long and so 
often at pictures such as these, that at last 
he had a great wish to p^t in the same 
■way, and persuaded a youthful friend to 
let him try and make a likeness of him ; 
to which the other at length consented, 
and Reynolds drew in oil colours what 
was thought by himself and his friend a 
good resemblance. It was, of course, a 
very bad painting ; yet it had, in some re- 
spects, a degree of merit; and so much 
pleased two or three who saw it, that the 
punter was talked of, and asked to at- 
tempt more pictiu^s than he could find 
time to finish. 

Thare Is a story told of him at this point 
of time, which may or may not be true ; 
but it is, that a young man, in the same 
part of the country, was also a paintra- of 
likenesses, and drew one of a sea captain; 
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not, as according to custom, with his cock- 
ed hat oi^ his head, but under his arm ; 
which was thought so ingenious a notion, 
as to get much credit for the pidnter. 
Reynolds fearing to be outdone, and sup- 
posing that the other had obtained his fame 
by the manner in which he had placed 
t^e officer's hat, was determined to go be- 
yond him ; and having himself to paint a 
sea officer soon a£teT, took care to draw 
him with a gold-laced 'cocked hat under 
each arm.: a thought of his, which was 
both admii^ and lalughed at 

In time, he learned to do better : he 
practised drawing constantly; copied the 
pictures of great. masters; read books on 
the subject of his favourite art ; and, at 
last, 1^ England and went to Italy, where 
he saw many of the finest paintings in the 
world. By perpetually examining these. 
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he discorored what it was which caused 
them to be so much Uked ; and, on retiuTi- 
ing to England, knew how to paint so 
well, that it became the fashion with all 
the great British noblemen, and the most 
beautiful women of the agfe, to have their 
pictures painted by Reynolds. 

He became the chief of English paint- 
ers ; was so learned and accomplished, that 
for many years he, each year, gave lec- 
tures, that is, taught his art in public 
assembhes. He was now called Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, having been made a knight by 
the King; and, being universally beloved 
fOT his goodness and honoured for his 
genius, be made a very large fortune, and 
was Iwnented by the whole nation when 
he died- 

Sir Joshua could paint in every style ; 
but chiefly practised tiie art of taking Uke- 

K 
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nesses of men and women : justly think- 
ing it the most sensible employment of 
a painter ; because, by looking at such pic- 
tures, one may discover the countenances 
and shapes of the great and good, as well 
as of the wicked and foolish. Nothing, 
indeed, can be more curious .than to see 
exactly how people, perhaps long dead and 
gone, looked when they were alive, espe- 
cially if they were of consequence in the 
world; it is even pleasing to know their 
manner of dressing. 

In the art of representing the persons 
whose pictures lie drew. Sir Joshua has been 
supposed to be one of the greatest paint^i 
that ever lived; and, beyond «»y doubt, 
so he was. He not only copied the dif- 
ferent parts of the human face, but found 
out what was any body's common way of 
looking, standing, or ^tting down, and 
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drew them accordingly. He was, above 
all men, famous for painting the faces, Mid 
forms, and the graceful attitudes, of little 
children. 



' DELXCACY OF FEELINGS IN THE 
PEOPLE. 

There is a story told coriceming the 
great General Wolfe, (already mentioned 
in this Book,) which does much credit to 
the good natiu-e and nice feeUngs of the 
English people ; and there is sufficient 
reason to believe that the story is true. 

The General commaided a verj' fine 
army, with which he smled to America, 
towards the end of the reign of King 
George the Second, about the year 1757. 

As iBuch of the happiness of England 
depended on the success of this army, all 
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who belonged to it endeavoured to do 
their vay best; and Greneral Wolfe, of 
course, resolved to set the example to his 
soldiers, in bearing fatigue, cold, and hun- 
ger ; in venturing his life on every occa- 
sion ; and, at last, enduring the terrible 
woiuids which killed him, not only pa- 
tienlly, but cheerfully. 

In the battle, in which he conquered 
and fell, he exposed himself to death very 
often throughout the day, and was struck 
at last, as might be expected. He was 
first hit by a bxiUet, which broke the bones 
of one of his hands; a hint which must 
have caused excessive torture ; but he 
folded his wounded hand in his handker- 
chief, and said not a word of his sufferings 
to any one. Presently after, he was again 
hit by a ball, which struck his head ; and, 
at length, by another, which w«it through 
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his breast Now, even Wolfe could bear 
no more, and he dropped upon t^e groimd; 
but then, instead of complaining, he only 
desired the soldiers near him to lift him 
up, that, while he had eyesight, he might 
see the field of batde, not at all thinking 
(^ his own fate, but of his country; and 
wishing, for England's sake, that his army 
might conquer. He therefore desired, 
that, from "time to time, some one should 
come to him, and bring him news from 
different parts of the army. He presently 
heard loud huzzas, and observed an officer 
running towards him, waving his hat, and 
flapping the colours he carried, high over 
his hiead. When, asking what was the 
matter, he was told that the French were 
conqu^ied, and his own troops pursuing 
them ; Wolfe said softly, " Then all is well 
with me," and fainted away. 

D,nn:Hi„Google 



138 DELICACY OP FBRLING8, Sic. 

The victory won by this great warrior 
and his valiuit men, was (^ such conse> 
quence to England, that, when tixe news 
arrived, the King and people were almost 
out of their senses with joy ; and bonfires, 
illuminations, firing of guns, and ringing 
of bells, took place all over the country. 

But Wolfe had a mother, to whom, as 
may be supposed, he was a dear and pre- 
dous son ; and the poor lady, whose house 
was in a small country town, was altoge- 
ther bowed down with sorrow, and brokJen- 
hearted, by reason of her heavy loss, wh^i 
the fatal tidings of his death reached her. 

Pity for her misfortunes filled the breasts 
of all her neighbours; and, although on 
the night when the. news came, fires were 
lighted, bells rung, and cannons discharged 
in every other part of Great Brit^ ; yet, 
in the village where the hero's motha* 
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lived, out of respect to her aflBiction, all 
was silent and dark ; and even the war- 
rior's honoured name was not mentitmed 
within her hearing ! 

y THE LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF 

BUONAPARTE. 
About sixty years ago, there lived, in a 
town in the island of Corsica, an attorney, 
of the name of Buonapalie, who, having 
several children and not much business, 
was not very well off in the world, and 
was very glad of any assistance he could 
get to help him to bring up his family. 
One of his acquaintance proposed send- 
ing his third son. Napoleon, to a great 
public school in France ; he accepted the 
<^er, and the boy was sent off accordingly, 
as soon as he had reached the age of 
twelve or fourteen. 
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The schbol Was one where the boys were 
taught whatever was necessary to qualify 
them for the French anny ; and Napoleon 
Buonaparte, being diligent, imprdved ex- 
■ceedingly ; so that, when about sixteen years 
old, he was made an officer in that part of the 
army in which the use of cannons or great 
gims is' best understood. Whether this 
education, and his being employed to ma- 
nage cannons, gave him a taste for shooting 
with them, br that his disposition was na- 
turally inclined that way, it is not easy to 
tell; but, some how or other, he did un- 
derstand the art perfectly, and was so fond 
of guns and soldiers, that, he resolved, if 
possible, to make his fortune by means 
(rf them : and in this he succeeded, it is 
thought, rather beyond his own expec- 
tations. Wherever aiiy fighting was 
going on, he was sure to be preswit, if he 

D,nn:Hi„Google 



BUOMAPAKTB. 141 

could; no saint or philosopher ever took 
more delight in virtue or wisdom, than 
this man did in what is called the art of 
war, which chiefly consists in contriving 
to tear off the heads and limbs of great 
numbers of people ; burning and blowiiig 
up cities and their inhabitants with gun- 
powder; robbing both the dead and the 
living; and destroying groves, meadows, 
and corn-fields. How all this can give plea- 
sure to any body, it is difficult to conceive ; 
but that it was agreeable to Buonaparte 
is beyond a doubt He had, however, 
something else in view besides amusement ; 
for, having discovered that France was in 
a state of great confusion ; that, the King 
of the country having been beheaded, his 
kingdom was without a governor, and his 
property at the'm^t^ of the people ; and 
that the French were excessively fond of 
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war' and bloodshed, he persuaded them 
to follow him in a hundred battles, in 
which thousands and tens of thousands 
were slain. 

In each of these battles, he ventured 
himself boldly ; and it is not to be won- 
dered at, that, as he thought so little of 
the lives of others, he should suppose his 
own life of no great value. To obtjun his 
end, he contrived- to make almost all the 
men in Fraice soldiers. Thus, they who 
were killed could riot 'complain, and' tbey 
who were not, grew rich and great by 
war, and liked Buonaparte so much for 
giving them employment, that they did 
whatever he wished ; and, he wishing' to be 
an Emperor, they made him one directly. 

He then believed himsdf really King of 
France ; took and kept all the payees, lands, 
and money, which had belonged to the 
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royal family, gave some of the gold to the 
captains who helped him to the situation 
he was in ; and, by means of them and his 
soldiers, fell upon, and conquered a great 
neighbouring King, and terrified him so 
much, that, in hopes of leading a quiet life, 
this unfortunate man was obliged to 
allow Buonaparte to many his daughter. 

These were fine times with him, and he 
grew ten degrees prouder than ever he 
was before. All his notions were of war ; 
of course he was an enemy to freedom ; 
and, not content with havmg destroyed the 
liberties of France, he would needs do as 
much for those of England ; and, accord- 
ingly, gave notice that he and his army 
would proceed to that country, in order to 
govern it, as he governed France. The 
English, however, did not choose that he 
lAiould ; so, they first sent out a fie^ which 
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in six hours destroyed all his ships, uid 
then sent an army to fight his soldiers. 

The place fixed upon for this great fight 
of the French and English armies, was 
a piece of ground, in Flanders, much ahout 
the sLee of Hyde Park ; and there, for 
the first time, as well as for the last, he 
fought against a complete British army. 
The battle was long ^id frightful ; but 
it ended just at the setting of the sun, 
when Buonaparte, and such of his soldiers 
aa were not slain, ran away. 

The scene was now changed <as the 
players say) with Buonaparte, who was 
forced not only to give back all the French 
property to the right owner, the true 
King's brother, but to accept of a snuJl 
pension, and withdraw to a small house 
in. a little island in Africa, where, after a 
few years, he died. 
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Several years ago, there lived in a 
small town, in the West of Ireland, a pea- 
sant and his wife, who had only one child, 
for whose support and their own, they 
both laboured very hard, and yet could 
with difficulty get bread to eat. But, as 
far as they were themselves concerned, 
their cares did not last long; for, just 
when their little boy was about seven 
years old, both his father and mother died, 
nearly together, of a fever brought on by 
fatigue and want 

Though their sorrows were over, those 
of their now helpless and friendless boy 
ware but be^nning. On a dark and rainy 
night, and in a poor hut built of clay, and 
with a roof of straw, without candle-ligfat, 
fire, or food, the unhappy child was seated 
o 
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on the earthen floor, crying bitterly for the 
I08B of his father and mother, his only pro- 
tectors, who lay dead beside him. 

At that moment, some neighbours pas&- 
ing by, heard his moans, snd. Looking in, 
called the child to the door, took pity on 
him, and carried him away to- another cft- 
Imii, where he was fed, and put to rest with 
the owner's little children. 

Next morning, there was a genecal meet- 
ing qf the eoiantry people all round, anA 
among those ^ho attended wore two &r- 
inecs, who, though poor enough, w^e not 
so poor as the others were- generally ; and 
these good Oiatured men 9nd their wires 
prc^K>sed a plant, to which all the rest 
agi^eec^ for collecting a small' sum, of laoh- 
uey to pay the expenses of bmying the 
dead parents of the unfortunate ehiUf 
and, if possible, getting clothes ajod food 
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for him. Kindness of heart prevails there 
among the poor, more than can be believ- 
ed by those who do not know tiiem ; but 
they have little ot no means of shewing 
it. However, willing minds do wonders; 
and so it was in the case of this iMiely 
little boy, who, for teveral years, got his 
dinner from <me, his coat and Ux)ws»s 
from another^ and from ^lother his learn- 
ing ; and it is remEu*kaUe, that he shew- 
ed his gratitude by eating modeately, by 
wearing hh clothes as long as they would 
hold togeth^; being fond of reading ; and 
nev^ complaining of any thing. He might 
be called the child of every body in the 
parish, particularly of the Cathcdic priest^ 
and the Protestant curate, who, being men- 
oi sense, loved each other like brothers, and 
contended oiUy as to which of th&n should 
do the most gcxid. 
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These two had, as may be supposed, 
hardly any money to give to thdr fa- 
vomite little boy; but they hud plans to 
serve him otherwise; and this was what 
they did : they (imposed a plain letter to . 
a great and generous man in Ijondon, de- 
scribing the poor boy's situation, and beg- 
ging the great jnan to help him. The 
consequence was, that in a short time 
they received a promise, that if the boy 
would go to London, and to a c^tain 
house there, he should be taken care of. 

The two clergymen and all his other 
Mends, though glad of this, were sorry 
to lose him from among them; but it 
was necessary they should send him oflF, 
• for his own sake ; so, among them, they 
gathered money enough to pay the ex- 
penses of his voyage in a ship, and bis 
journey in a waggon, to the house of his 
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newly found friend in London ; by whom 
he was, Soon after, sent to India, as derk 
to a great merchant there. 

He behaved so well, and tnade himself' 
so useful in his situation in that distant 
country, that, iii a few years after his arri- 
val, he grew rich ; and, being likewise ho> 
nourable and discreet, he at length, and 
before he was an old man, was worth bo 
much, that he thought he might leave In- 
dia, and return to his own country, to 
enjoy life- while it lasted. He, therefore, 
returned ; having, during the voyage, 
formed and written down a plan fat lay*- 
ing out his money, and passing' the te- 
mainder of his days in happiness; and he 
^thfuUy kept his resolution, which was, 
to settle himself near the village wh^ he 
was bom, and employ his time and his 
riches for the benefit of the poor and the 
03 
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friendless in his ndghbourhood, where he 
had once been so poor and friendless 
himself. 

Instead of bang ashamed, as a low- 
minded man would have been, to dwell 
among the old people, who iflight , remem- 
ber him, and the relatives of his former 
protectors; the first thing he did, on reach- 
ing his own part of Ireland, was to visit 
the miserable hovels in which he had 
been sheltered, and all his old acquaintance 
who wrare yet alive ; and to tell to evay 
stoanga- in the village the whole story 
of their kindness, and his own poverty : 
his next act was to share his riches ge- 
nerously among such as wanted help ; 
and to take care that there should be no 
sudi thing as a houseless, ragged, or 
hungry person, in the place. 
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This curious and useful machine was 
brought into general notice about forty or 
fifty years ago; and one was employed on 
the following occasion : a large Spanish 
or Portuguese merchant ship had been 
suddenly lost, off the coast of Dublin. The 
ship had several men on board, and a trea- 
sure of sixty thousand dollars. A dollar is 
a Spanish coin, worth about four shillings 
and sixpence in England. 

Both men and treasure were swallowed 
at once in the sea ; but when that was 
cahn, the masts could be seen, and shewed 
that the ill-fated ship had sunk directly 
down, and not upon her side. About the 
time when this calamity took place, there 
arrived in Dublin bay, in a sloop from 
England, a black man, famous for diving 
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into the deepest waters, who, being pro- 
vided with a diving bell, and proper ma- 
chinery, undertook to go down to the 
deck of the lost ship, and try if he could 
not fasten ropes into the rings of iron 
which were on the chests contdning the 
treasure, and to have them pulled up by 
the sailors in the sloop; it having come to 
anchor just over the place where the large 
ship had sunk. 

The diving bdl lay upon the deck, and 
was like a very large bucket turned "up- 
side down, witli a metal ring in the upper 
end; and across the wide or open end 
was a strong iron chain, on which the 
divw might sit, with his head and body 
in the bucket, and his legs in the water. 

The diver now took off his coat, waist- 
coat and shirt, and seated himself on the 
ciiaiii, with a sort of spear, called a boat- 
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hook, in his hand, and a number of cords 
for various purposes, in his lap. He was 
then, by a contrivance of the seamen, by 
degrees let down into the sea, where he 
staid twenty-eighi minutes, and was then 
puUed up, still sitting on the chain. 

When placed upon deck, he stood up, 
and seemed in a violent heat He said 
but little to those who asked him ques- 
tions ; and, soon after, seating himself again 
on the chain, once more went down, re- 
maining under water Jifieen minutes, when 
he was again brought on the ship's deck. 
Having put on his clothes, and taken some 
brandy, he said, that on arriving below on 
the deck of the iost vessel, he perceived it 
to be nearly covered with sand ; that he 
tried to no pmpose with his boat-hook to • 
find an opening by which he might get 
into the ship's hold, and discover the chests 
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<rf treasure; ^d that he observed nothing 
except small heaps of sand here and there 
on the deck, which he believed were 
caused by the dead bodies of the drowned 
men ; for that, on stirring these heaps with 
his hook, multitudes of small fishes darted 
out from under the sand and pieces of 
sailcloth which lay around. All this, he 
said, he could plaiidy see, though so far 
down in the sfater. How he could draw 
his breath while so long under water may 
seem extraordinaiy ; but it should be re- 
membered, that though his legs were in 
the sea, his body and head were in the 
diving-bell, into which no water coiUd 
possibly enter, while kept by weights with 
its mouth downwards: as may be seen 
in the experiment of plunging a wine- 
glass with its mouth directly down into 
a bowl of miU( or ink, when it will be 
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observed, that though either should cover 
the glass, none will get inside. 

With regard to the ^ver, it is hardly 
necessary to say, -that on the occasion above 
mentioned, his art was of no use; and 
that the treasure for which he dived ce- 
maias for ever with the millions of ridbes 
lying at the bottom of the ocean. 



y THE LIFE OF HOWARD, 

CALLED THK FRIBND OP MANKIND. 

Me. Howaud, who has not been a great 
many years dead, was anEaglish gentleictaa, 
who made himself remarkable by givijr^ 
up all hU thoughts, time, and money^tothe 
employmestt of dtang good to-lus feUi}w- 
C3%atiu%&; to whom it is helievwl he never 
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did any harm ; at least it is certain that he 
never tried to do any. 

He was wise enough to know that all 
men must suffer evils, more or less ; that 
the good must sometimes be poor, and 
nek, and sorrowful'; and that In these 
countries, there must be prisons for the , 
punishment of the bad and unruly. 

But he also knew that care and kind- 
ness would soften the pain of sorrow, po- 
vraty, and sickness ; and that, as being in 
a prison was in itself a cause of great 
misery, prisoners should be treated with 
hiunanity. He therefore resolved to pass 
aU his life with none but the unhappy, 
whether they were free or in confinement 
And although this sort of employment 
caused him to see much wretchedness, and 
indeed nothing but wretchedness ; and 
though he was a v^ serious man, and 
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passed most of his days in prisons and 
bovels, at the bedside of the miserable and 
the dying, there is reason to believe that 
he was one of the happiest men that ever 
breathed. Every night, when he lay down 
to rest, he was able to remember that he 
had been of use to some unfortunate per- 
son during the day ; and he generally fell 
asleep after planning something of the 
same kind for the next. 

He went from one place of confinement 
to another, through almost all the prisons 
of Einope ; and wherever he found poor 
and honourable paeons confined for debt, 
he released them by paying their debts, 
if they were less than a certdn sum ; but, 
if greater, he would travel hundreds of 
miles to beg assistance for them from such 
as were richer than himself; and in this 
way he obtained freiedom for multitudes : 
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helping them to leave the small and dark 
dungeons in which they were shut up, 
within thick docn^ and bars of iron ; and 
once more to walk abroad in green mea- 
dows, breathe the sweet fresh air, and see 
the sun rise and set again. 

When he found prisoners confined as a 
punishment f(»: their crimes, he thought 
the loss of such a blessing as liberty pu- 
nishmrait enough, and that it should not 
be made still more dreadful by cruelty or 
neglect in those who had the cOre of the pri- 
sons ; and he prevailed upon the ^eat and 
powerful to assist him in his generous de- 
sign of improving the state of those places. 
Thus the wretched prisoners almost every 
where had purer air in their cells, water to 
wash with, dry straw to lie upon, and space 
for exerdse; and this change neariy put sai 
end to that most horrible disease called the 
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Gaol-fever, by which not only hundreds of 
^ison«rs lued to perish, bnt many law- 
yers, jurymen, and even judges had died, 
by oatching the fever from the prison»s 
when Inought into oiiirt for tbeir trials. 

This great and good man, having well 
deserved the glorious title bestowed on 
Mm, of Friend to the Human Race, died 
in a foreign country; and, as might be ex- 
pected, of the disorder s5 destructive ip 
wann dhnates, the plague; having gdne 
boldly among the sick, to affi)rd than re- 
lief. 

Howard was as modest as he was virtu- 
ous, and refused every sort of reward of- 
fered to him. Among other things, it was 
[ffoposed that a statue should be raised to 
his honour during hu lifetime; but he im- 
plored of tus friends to prevent this great 
compliment being paid to him. When 
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dead, however, a most magnificent statue 
of white marble, above the human size, 
but very like the immortal Howard, was 
set up in St Paul's Cathedral, in London, 
to keep him for ever in the memory of the 
Enj^h nation. 



^ COURAGE. 

In the last century, that is, a year or two 
before the year 1800, and about the time 
when the troubles of that period began in 
Ireland, several British regiments had a 
camp near the city of DubUn. It consisted 
of some hundreds of houses made of can- 
vass, or coOTse linen, placed opposite to 
each other, as it were in streets, and pre- 
senting the appearance of a small, snow- 
white town. 
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The distance of tiiis camp fntei the dty 
was about seven or eight miles ; and se- 
veral officers of the army, taid otbex p^- 
scats iriio had occasion to return from 
Dublin to the camp late at night, had been 
seized and plundered by robbers. 
■ This happened so frequently, that to tra- 
vel the road after ten o'clock at night, 
though in summer, became dangerous. All 
who had been stopped agreed in descrilnng 
the robbers as being five or six in munber, 
and each of such and such a size and dress. 
At length, two captains of the army, one 
of whom was named Armslroi^, resolved 
to fight the robbers at the risk of their 
lives ; and having formed their plan, kept 
it a secret, that the villains might not hear 
of it, and avoid them. 

Each being provided with a pair of load- 
ed pistols, and wealing dark-coloured cloaks 
p 3 
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to hide their re^mental coats, got into a 
postchaise, late at night, in Dublm, and set 
out onthrar journey to the camp. When^ 
nearly a mile outside of the raty, and in 
a desolate part of the road, their driver was 
ordered to stop by a man, who caught 
hold of one of tiie horses by the head ; and 
at the same moment, two men came to each 
door of the carriage to rob the travellers. 
But they wexe ready for their enemies ; 
for each of them opened the door on his ' 
own side, and firing direcdy at the man 
opposite to him, each killed one. They 
then jumped down, fired at the other two, 
and killed them likewise; three falling 
dead on the spot, and the fourth at a 
considerable distance. The officers, after 
fighting so manfuUy, went on to their re- 
giments in the camp, leaving the dead rob- 
bers, who proved to be well known to the 
police, lying dead whwe they feU. 
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The ofiScers were afterwards compli- 
mented in public by the magistrates of the 
dty, and presented with two richly orna- 
mented swords, as memorials of the galknt 
action they had performed. 



X THE AIR-BALLOON. 

AlE-BALLOONS Came into use in France 
about the year 1784, and were then very 
much talked of. But at that time the 
only notion the people of Ireland had of 
Balloons, was from accounts in the news- 
pap^s, and from pictures. 

A gentleman of the name of Crosbie, 
then living in Dublin, and remarkable for 
ingenuity in making machines of different 
kinds, and for his daring spirit, took it into 
his head to do what, it must be allowed, 
,Coo;,k 
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was amost extraordinary act of geniiis and 
courage. He gave out, that^ without hav- 
ing ever seen a Bidloon, lie would not only 
make one, but, by its help, .fly up iirto the 
Mr! 

When the day came for this desperate 
experiment to be tried, early in a fine 
morning, Mr. Crosbie had his balloon con- 
veyed into the middle of a grove, nearly a 
mile out of the city. The place was called 
Ranelagh G^ardens ; when, as the trees in 
it were very high, the balloon, during the 
preparations, could only be seen by the 
company within the gardens, and not by 
the enormous crowds of people collected in 
the fields and on the hills aroimd. 

None of these, perhaps, any more than 
Mr. Crosbie himself, had ever seen a bal- 
loon ; nor was the nature of the machine, 
or what was to be done, distinctly under- 
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stood by any one. At three or four o'dock 
in the aftanoon, the signal for Croabie to 
mount and fly off was ^venby the firing 
of a cannon ; and Immediately the brown, 
glossy head of the balloon, like the cupola 
of a large Gredan temple, was observed ri- 
sing above the tops of the trees. By means 
of cords, a little green and gilded boat was 
himg to the bottom of the balloon, in which 
this daring man, Crosbie, stood, waving a 
banner as he rose over the grove and the 
heads c^ many, many thousand spectators, 
who uttered one very loud cheer, and then 
became perfedly silent from amazement 
and terror; they naturally expecting, as 
Crosbie himself did, that the balloon would 
rise slowly to a certain height^ and then 
float along before it came down. But, in- 
stead of that, the waght of the boat and of 
Mr. Crosbie together, was less than he had 
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intended; and tbe baUoon shot up, perhaiis 
as high as two miles, into the clouds, with 
the swiftness, or nearly the swiftness, of an 
arrow frtmi a bow, and disappeared. The 
astonishment and alann of the people can- 
not be described; they ramuned for seven 
or eight minutes gaidng into the &kies; 
when, much to their satisfaction, (they not 
expecting to see it any mMc), they per- 
ceived a small black ball dropping inmi the 
douds almost as qulddy as it had naea. 

This was the balloon, whicb fell, with its 
nesolute owner safe and well, in a field, at 
no grrat distance from the gardens it had 
left not a quarter of an hour bef<H«. 

For the infonnatiMi of those who do 
not kno^ why a balloon should leave tbe 
earth and go up, it should be observed 
that the balloon, commonly made of silk, 
and WHuetimes of calico, is pufied oat 
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with ak lighter than the air we hreathe; 
and flies upwards as smoke does from a 
ehimney. 



> LOUIS XVIII. KING OF FRANCE. 

SuME men meet with wonderful changes 
of fortune: the two following, for instance, 
have happened in the memory of many per- 
sons now living, and are very, remarkable. 

There was a man who got his In-ead by 
driving post-horses for the landlord of a 
small iim in the South of France. He 
first became a private soldier, then was 
made a cf4>tajn, then a general, and was 
next crowned king of the greater part of 
Italy, the fairest portion of the eiffth. 
Afterwards, he became poor, friendless, and 
miserable; and then was shot like a mad 
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dog, or a wolf, as he strayed forlorn on 
the sandy shore of what had lately been 
his kingdom. This man's name was 
Murat. 

Another strange instance of a reverse 
of fortune may be found in the latter part 
of the life of Louis XVIII. 

When Buonaparte called himself Empe- 
ror of France, the real chief of that great 
nation, Louis the Eighteenth, lived on a 
small pension; and, being very sick, arrived 
in the city of Bath, in Somersetshire, where, 
imder the name of De Lisle, and as a pri- 
vate gentleman, he took a lodging in Pul- 
teney-street, where he sttdd about a month, 
and was almost every day seen standing at 
the first-floor window of the house in which 
he lived. He was a fat, middle-sized man, 
with a pale, broad face, and black eye- 
brows; and looked about him with a sober 
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countenance, ■ ndther cheerful nor sorrow- 
ful. He frequently bowed his head hum- 
bly to the soldiers and people, who assem- 
bled m the street to view him in his low 
condition. 

This very king was to be seen, not a 
great while after, standing at an open win- 
dow of his own most magnificent palace, 
in Paris, bowing to his own soldiers and 
subjects, who were gathered in the gardens 
below, to the number of more than twen^- 
five thousand persons, cheering, singing 
loyal songs, and throwing up garlmids of 
lilies, in honour of the king's return to his 
country and his empire. 



)( SEALING WAX. 

Thebe was a lieutenant, as he is called, 
of a regiment of foot ; that is, a young of- 
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ficer of rather low rank in the army, and 
of course poor, who left his wife and little 
daughter, his only chUd, in England, while 
he hinuelf, as it was his duty to do, went 
abroad with his regiment, and was very 
soon after killed in battle. 

When the mournful news of his deat^ 
reached his wife's ears, she was overcome 
with sorrow ; for she not only lamented 
the loss of her husband, her dearest iriend 
and protector, but also had to bewail the 
misfortune of being left in such poverty, 
that she could no longer have the necessa- 
• ries of life ; such as clothes and food, and 
shelter for herself and her child. 

Nothing can be conceived more melan- 
choly than the situation of this poor widow 
and her little one. She had now not many 
shillings in the world; this money could 
last but a week or two at most : and, when 
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it was gcme — what could she do? H^ child 
was so young, that die was only just aMe 
to run by her unfortunate mother's side, 
and cry out that she was hungry and cold: 
so was her friendless moUier; who, holding 
her poor girl by the hand, walked slowly 
through St James's Park, towards the 
building called tiie Horse- Guards, sobbing 
as she went along, and reflecting in de- 
spar on what was likely to be their fate. 
She had almost reached the archway, 
where the soldiers stand, vfh&x she ob- 
served a- piece of paper lying at her foot; 
she took it up, and found it to be only the 
back of a letter, with a seal of red wax 
hanging to it : a triiling circumstance, it 
must be allowed ; yet it proved to be one 
on which all the happiness or misery of 
this now wretched mother dqp«ided. A 
thought at the mom^tt of her taking up 
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the piece of paper stniclc her mind, and 
she resolved to try what could be done. 

She accordingly asked the soldier on 
guard to shew her the way to the office in 
which the clerks were employed. These 
are men who write and receive letters con- 
cerning the business of the army. The 
Duke of York was then Commander of 
the British armies ; and he, being a good- 
hearted generous man, had given orders that 
the poorest person, and the poor in pre- 
fer^ice to the rich, who wished to go into 
any of his offices, might be permitted to 
do so. The soldier, therefore, shewed the 
widow her way up the stairs; and she, 
still holding her little child by the hand, 
went up immediately, and, on entering 
the room, spoke humbly to one of the 
clerks, and said she had a favour to ask. 

This was, that he would allow her to 
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hang up a b^ of Uue paper and anothar 
oi white, ag^st the wall of the room; 
and that he would humanely take the 
tFOui^ of throwii^ the Uack and red 
VFdBien seals, or rather impressions, cHi the 
many, muiy letters he recdved every- 
w«ek, not into the fire, but into the bags ; 
the black 8€«ls into the bla« bag, the red 
into the other ; and give her leave to caU 
iWm tiiae to time, and take away what 
she termed her treasure. 

The dak was a sm^ble man, and seeing 
that the wax he had wasted might be of 
some use, though he knew not bow, to the 
poor woman, made her a sokssn promise 
to do as she had desired him. She thanked 
him v^ warmly, and went' bocne stHne- 
whfttcomf<c»:ted, having in h«; mind a plan, 
wfaidi gave her hope in her misfcHtuoes. 

In the course of the di^, she hired a 
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small room for herself and child to Uve in, 
laid in a stock of cheap vegetables, and 
bought two strong iron saucepans, and 
a small quantity of such coals as black- 
smiths bum in their forges. Her ve- 
getables she had boiled, when wimted, 
by the poor woman in whose house she 
lodged; and her two saucepans she em- 
ployed as shidl now be told. After a time, 
she paid her visit to the clerk's office, and 
was there agreeably surprised to find both 
the bags full of the different kinds of wax : 
she carried away all that was in them, 
leaving the bags to be filled again; and, 
on going home, first took Care to get hw 
dear child its dinner, and then put her to 
sle^. After this, she threw the black seals 
into one saucepan, and the red into the other, 
and bculed each until the wax was fine and 
pure; of this she made eight sticks of ex- 
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cellent sealing wax, which she sold, next 
morning, for five shillings, to a stationer 
in her neighbourhood ; to whom, however, 
they were worth one shilling a piece. He, 
observing that he could gun so much by 
dealing with the widow, offered to buy all 
she would sell him ; and she, in her turn, un- - 
dertook to supply him constantly, which 
she accordingly did ; so that, at the end of 
two or three years, during which she had 
supported herself and her daughter, she 
had also saved what was to her a large sum 
of money. 

With this she was enabled to open a 
large shop, where she gained a great deal 
of profit, by selling different things of the 
best kind, cheaply ; and, by bong always 
honest and obliging. 

In the mean time, she wisely gave her 
daughter a perfectly good education ; and 
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made h«- so complete a gentlewoman, tint- 
a man of high rank and large fratune, who 
knew all about their story, and who th^' 
once had been, married her, sid took her ^id 
her mother to live in a magnificent country- 
hotue ; from which the widow, no longer 
poor and bdpIesSj but rich and happy, 
sent, as a present, a diest full' o£ s(Jidiril- 
yer {dates and dishes, to ihe dedc who hard 
been her fnend in h^- hour of distress ; 
shewed het gratitude on every occasim to 
him and his relation^ and indulged hcnelf 
by constant acts c^ charity to the friend-' 
less and industrious, wherever she foimd 
tii^n. 

y THE RIVER UNDER GROUND. 

In the West of Ireland, axe the ruins 
of an old Abbey; and near them is « 
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wonderful place called the Cave of Cong. 
After pasang through a town in the neigh- 
bourhood, and over some smooth plains, 
exceedingly green and beautiful to look 
at, but wild and untilled, the stranger ar- 
rives at the middle of a wide field, in 
which appeu^ a hole, perhaps four feet 
across. This opening is almost as strdght 
as a chimney, and nearly thirty feet in 
depth. Here a country fellow, who acts 
as guiBe to travellers, first goes down, be- 
ing provided with some bundles of straw 
and candles, which, by means of a flint and 
piece of steel, he can light when below. 

The guide is not followed without some 
trouble; though the 8tranger,in going down, 
is helped by his laying hold of the branches 
of a stout tree growing about midway in 
this funnel, or whatever it may be called. 
On reaching the bottom, a sm^rising show 
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presents itself: there is a smooth, flat floor 
a€ Tock ; and, illuminated by the Maze of 
the bmning straw, overhead appears a 
high, natur^ arch, extending much far- 
ther than the eyesight at first can reach^ 
and sparkling as if studded with diamonds: 
hut this is only the shining of spar, with 
which tiie roof is thickly covered. 

From under the rock on which the spec- 
tator sttmds, flows a deep and swift river ; 
and, on either side of this wonderous stream, 
is a sort of natural pathway, on which it 
is easy to walk to a great distance, fol- 
lowing the course of the nver ; and this, 
as the country people think, runs for more 
than foiu' miles under the earth, coming 
then above-ground into a town; a fact 
disoovored by the accident of a sheep fall- 
ing into the place by which strangers go 
down, and being taken out of the water in 
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the town, at a distance of more than four 
miles. The guide entertmns strangers, 
while standing on the margin of this 
curious river, by setting &e to several 
bundles of straw, which, on being thrown 
in, follow each other as the water flows ra- 
pidly on, and make it seem like a, torrent 
of flame; while great numbers of 1m^ 
and beautifully coloured trouts rise to the 
surface, and swim after the burning straw; 
it being the nature .of fishes to come to-: 
wiu'ds any brilliant light. 



^ MISTAKES IN HISTORY. 

History is, in regard to the particulars 
of facts,frequently erroneous. For instance, 
in the writings of great authors, much praise 
is bestowed on Charles the First, for having 



„ Google 



180 MISTAKES IN HISTORY. 

quietly Idd down and composed himself to 
sleep, on the night before his execution ; 
though lodged in a room close to the place, 
where, all night long, the workmen w^e 
busy and very noisy, preparing the scaf- 
fold on which the king was to suffer death 
in the morning. But, by letters and 
other papers of the time, it now appears 
that the king passed the -last night of his 
life in an apartment in St. James's Palace, 
not much less than a mile from Whitehall ; 
and that, in the morning, he walked with a 
guard through the Park to the place of 
execution ! 

In all the printed accounts of the battle 
of the Boyne, in Ireland, in the reign of 
King William the Third, and in which 
Duke Schomherg was slain, it is stated, 
(as if the writers knew what they said) that 
the old duke feU by the stroke of a pistol 
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bullet in the neck. Now, although it 
matters not how he was killed, yet the dif- 
ference between truth and falsehood is of 
the greatest consequence; and the above 
account is probably not true. 

About fourteen years ago, a gentleman 
paid a visit to the Dean of St. Patrick's, in 
Dublin; and as the Dean said he had some 
business to attend to in his church, they 
went to the cathedral together. On their 
way, the Dean maitioned that he had 
found it necessary to repair the tomb of 
Schomberg, who was buried in his cathe- 
dral; and added, that if the other had any 
curiosity to see the warrior's bones, he 
might. They accordingly proceeded to 
the vestry-room; and there the Dean took 
up Schomberg's skull, and shewed that it 
had a roimd hole, rather less than the size 
of a shilling, directly through the middle 

R 
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of the forehead; evidently made by a 
musket ball, and as evidently, in all like- 
lihood, the cause of the old general's 
death. 

This fact, in itself a trifle, should serve 
■ to make readers cautious of believing 
the little circumstances related in his- 
tory ; and even to warn them not to 
^ve credit, without examination, to any 
thing which a writer of histoiy pleases to 
tell. 

All history must be liable to error, un- 
less the writer tells what he saw himself, 
or what he has learned from others who 
saw what he relates. 
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y WONDERFUL MEMORIES, AND 
OTHER WONDERS. 

Not a great many years ago, there was 
a man who was the keeper of a large li- 
brary in the city of Florence, in Italy. His 
name was Magliabechi; and his devemess 
in remembering any thing he he^ or 
read was most astonishing. The following 
story of him is said to be true. 

A gentleman, who had heard of his 
amazing memory, resolved to try it ; so, he 
called on him, and requested him to read 
over a long essay in writing, and give his 
opinion of it. Magliabechi promised to read 
it ; and in a day or two returned the writ- 
ing to ihe gentleman, telling him what he 
thought of the work. The gentleman took 
away his volume, and, after some weeks, 
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came ag^ to the old keeper of the library, 
and, pretendmg he had loot his papers, 
seemed quite in despair ; asking Maglia- 
bechi if he could recollect any parts, here 
and there, of the book; that, with his help, 
the gentleman might try and write his vo- 
lume over again. The oth^ said he thought 
he could remember something of what was 
in it, and began to repeat, while the gentle- 
man seemed as if writing ; but in reality 
he had in his hand the volume he pre- 
tended to have lost ; and read, while the 
old man repeated ; when, to his great w<m- 
der, Magliabechi went through the whole 
book, from first to last, without materially 
altering one word ! 

There was in London a person who ob- 
tained his livelihood by writing out the 
speeches made by the members of Parlia- 
menty that they might be printed in the 
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newspapers. When long speeches were 
made, he used to sit for six, seven and 
sometimes eight hours, in what is called 
the House of Commons : during this time 
he listened attentively, leaning his forehead 
on his hands, but never writing down a 
word. Then he would go home, write 
out what is termed the debate; and, next 
morning, every syllable, or very nearly so, 
of every speech that had been made, would 
appear printed in the public papers. This, 
to men of common memories, seems as- 
tonishing. 

As memory is the most useful faculty 
men have, it is generally that which fails 
us first, when we are growing old. But it 
sometimes lasts agreat while; and old per- 
sons remember what happened when they 
were young, better than they do that 
which happened within a few weeks, or ^ 

even a few days. 
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A dergyman once told the following ex- 
traordinary story on this sul^ect, to a party 
of ladies and gentlemen. He was, he said, 
in the West Indies, and went to see an 
old man and ask him questions, because it 
was reported that he could remember many . 
things of former times. 

He found this person to be a little old 
man, with thousands of wrinkles in his face, 
rather deaf, almost blind, and not. able to 
walk without being held : but the wonder 
in' him was, that his imderstanding was 
dear, and his memory perfect; and of this 
he gave many proofs. 

The dergyman asked him what he re- 
membered best and longest; he said, what 
he recollected longest and most dearly, 
was what was known in history by the 
name of the great earthquake at Fort 
Koyal; an event which had taken place 
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nearly one hundred and thirty years before, 
and at the time the old man thought he 
was ten or eleven years of age ; and he 
mentioned a circumstance which then 
happened, and which he had often heard 
spoken of afterwards; and most surprising 
it surely was : when the earth shook, not 
only the land about Port-Royal tossed and 
tumbled like the ocean in a storm; but 
the sea likewise rose and swelled into high 
waves, as if lifted by the force of the winds. 
All the houses near the sea-side were 
thrown down, and all the inhabitants 
swept away into the deep, and drowned, — 
all — except one man, who, being suddenly 
deprived of his senses, was hurried into the 
waters, and, sinking down, was carried by 
them directly across to an island on the 
opposite shore, which was at a great dis- 
tance, and there thrown on the ground. 
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By degrees he recovered, got his strength 
and health again, and lived many years. 

He was at last buried near the spot on 
which he had been cast by the wavfts; and 
the account of his acddent and wonderful 
escape here g^ven, was engraved upon his 
tomb. 



THE END. 
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"Claudine." New Edition, 
in I Fol. illuslrated with 24 
engravings. Price 6t. half 
bound, 12nio. 



66. VARIETY; or. Stories 
foe Children under Twelv 
Veara of Age i founded o: 
Facu. By a Lady. Second 
Edition, illustrated vith 24 
engravings. Price 4". 6d. 
plain, half bound. 

66. The LITEBARy BOX, 

containing ihe Contributions 
of the Evelyn Family; con- 
mating of Instructive and 
Amusing Tales, in Prose and 
Venie. With 1 2 engravings. 
Price 3t. 6d. plain ; or 4j. (jd. 
coloured, half bound, 12ido. 

07. ADELAIDE! or, the 

Massacre of St. Bartholomew ; 
a Tale, founded on important 
Events durJTig the Civil Wars 
of France. By Mrs. HoF. 
J.ASD. Third Edition, illus- 
trated with 24 engravingi. 
Price 5t. plain ; or 6>. (U. 
coloured, bolf bound, 12ino. 

68. The BEAUTIES of HIS- 
TORY i or, Pictures of Vir- 
tue and Vice; drawn from 



exan^lcB of Men nmiaent ftar 
their Virtues, or iniamoiia 
for their Vices, Selected for 
tbe instniction and entertaia- 
ment of Youtli. By ibe late 
Dr. DosB. Eighth Edition, 
with eight beautiful engrar- 
ings on wood. Price 4a. Gd. 
half bound, 12mo. 

69. TOM TRIP'S NATU- 
RAL HISTORY of BIRDS 

and BEASTS ; in a collec- 
tion of B4 engravings, with 
short Descriptions to each, 
for Young Children. Price 
fii. 6d. plain ; or 8>. coloured, 
half bound, 12nio. 

70. TALES of the HEATH, 
for the Improvement of the 
Mind. By Mrs. D. BAiiEr. 
With a frontispiece. Price 
3s. half bound, l8mo. 

71. IDLE HOURS EM- 
PLOYED; or. The New 
Publication; a Selection of 
Moral Tales, by approved Au- 
thors. Illustrated with 24 
woodcuts. Price 4s. ex- 
plain ; or 6s. coloured, half 
bound, ISmo. 

72. TRIUMPHS <rf GENIUS 
and PERSEVERANCE, ex- 
emplified in the Histories of 
Persons, who, from the lowest 
state of Poverty and early Ig- 
norance, have risen to the 
bighen Eminence in the Ana 
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and Sdencei. Bv Eliza- 
beth Sthdtt, Author of 
" Practical Wisdom," 4c. 
With a frOQtUpieoe, contain- 
ing 13 portrait!. Price 7i. 
bcorda, ISmo. 



73. The TWIN SISTERS ; 
or, The Advantages of Reli- 
gion. By Mis3 SanShaU. 
Sixteenth Edition. With 
plates. Price 3s. half bound, 
IRmo. 



tuimmt,' In vbht On Imeu tl dno- 
Uh niSaHifaa wori£bu Uw UIH uiil 
«H|U. ^rhllalvl41«UlDVI«F(lglliB«l1< 
bj IhabEmlDctlaD afTulon vril-4nvr 



74. RECOLLECTIONS of a 
BELOVED SISTER, in- 
terspersed with KeSections, 
addressed to her own Chil- 
dren. By the Author of 









r fUlicripH dilldnoj Hd IH 



rs. INSTRUCTIVE RAM- 
BLES in LONDON and [he 
adjacent Village!. By Eliza- 
BETH Melhe. Eighth Edi. 
tion, vith a frontispiece- 
Price 4s. 6d. bound, 12mo. 



76. The LOOKING-GLASS 
for the MIND; or, a Selec- 
tion of Moral Tales, cCefly 
from the " Childben's 
FniENB." Seventeenth Edi- 
tion, with 74 woodcuts, de- 
signed and ongraved by Bew- 
ii£. Price 3i. Sd. bound. 



77, The CHAPTER OF 
KINGS, a Poem, exhibiting 
(he most important Events in 
the English History, andcal- 
culated to impress upon the 
Memory the Order of Succe»- 
siou of the Englinh Monarchs. 
By Mr. CoLtiNa. With 38 
engravings, in which the Cos- 
tume of each Reign is strictly 
attended to. Price 3$. plain ; 
or 43. cidoured, half bound, 

7& MARMADUKE MUL. 
TIPLV'S MERRY ME- 
THOD OF MAKING 
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MINOR HATHEMATI- 

CIAMS; or, The MultipUcs- 
tion Table in Uirma. With 
69 engTavings. To be had 
rather in Four Parta, It. each, 
coloured,- or half bound to- 
other, 4«. 6d. cxdoured. 



78. The HISTORY of SAND. 
FORD and MERTON. By 
THoitAB Dat, Eaq. A new 
edition, reviied, and embel- 
lished with beautiful cuta 
from new dengm. Ire- Har- 
rey. Frice7'. 6>l.haIfbound, 
ISmo. 



80. JONES'S PRONOUNC- 
ING DICTIONARY. Price 
Sf. ttd, bound. ISmo. 



81. GEOGRAPHY FOR 
CHILDREN; or, a Short 
and Eaiy HeChod (rf Teadi- 

ing and Learning Geography. 
Designed principally for the 
U«e of Schools. Thirty-first 
Edition. Price 2». bound, 
12mo. 

82. CROXALL'S MSOP-, or. 
Fables of iGsop and Others. 
Translated into English, with 
Instructive Applications, and 
a Print before each Fable. 
By Samcel Croxall, late 
Arcbileacon of Hereford. 
Twenty- second Edition, care- 
fully revised. Price 3t. 6d. 
bound, I2nio. 

«S. PERRWS SPELLING; 

a New and Easy Method of 
Learning the Spelling and 
Pranuniiation of the French 
Language. In Two Parti. 



Twenty-first Edition, rerlMd 
and oorreclad by C. OmoB. 
Price St. bonnd, ISmo. 



84. PERRIN'S FRENCH 
FABLES. Twentieth Edi. 
tion. Price 2r. 6d. bound, 
l9mD. 



on. BEAUTIESof STURM'S 
REFLECTIONS, in LeuiHW 
on the Works of God and of 
His ProTidence, rendered fs- 
miliar to the Capacities of 
Youth. ByELizaAMDKEwa, 
Author of '' ManuAcriptt of 
Vertudeo," &c Eighth Edi. 
tion. Price 3(. 6d. bound, 
ISmo. 



86. STAUNTON'S CHRO- 
NOLOGICAL ATLAS; or. 
Outline of Universal History ; 
designed to fadliate that Sm- 
dy, by a Comparison of oon- 
temporaryOccurrences; divid- 
ed into Feriods, in the follow- 
ing order: — 1. A General 
View of the Revolutions of 
the several States and Em- 
pires.— 2. OutlineoftheSub- 
versionof the Babylonish Mo- 
narchy, by Cyrus. — S. and 4. 
From the .^ra of Cyrus to that 
of Charlemagne.—^, and 9. 
FromChBrlemagne to the Yeaf 
ISIS. Engraved on six large 
copper-plates, and coloured. 
Price 1/. I«. half bound, with 
an eqJanatory Pamphlet. 

87. A CLASSICAL DIC- 
TIONARY, for the Use of 
Sdioob. By Dr. Buowitb. 
Sixth Edition. Price 8*. 
bound, royal ISmo. 
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SS. H£LME'S ENGLAND. 

Seventh Edition. One voL 
Price 5», bound, 12mo. 



89. WAKEFIELD'S IN. 
TROUUCTION u> BOTA- 
NY, NinthEdition,with200 
plates. Price 49. plain ; or 
7». 6rf. coloured, boards. 



90. GOLDSMITH'S HIS- 
TORY of ENGLAND! with 
Correctione, and a Set of 
QueMions, by Dtmock. 
Wood engravings. Price it. 
bound, 12nio. 



91. A DICTIONARY of 
NATURAL HISTORYjor, 
A Complete Sumcoary of Zoo- 
logy i contuining & fiiH yet 
rocdnot Description of all the 
Animated Beings in Nature. 
A Fucket Volume, with plates. 
Price 5*. half bound. 



92. LONDON and il» EN- 
VIRONS; or. The General 
Ambulator and Pocket Com- 
panion for the Tour of the 
Metropoha and its Vicinity, 
within the Circuit of Twenty- 
dve Miles. Twelfth Edition, 
moeb enlarged. Price 12>. 
boards, ISmo. 



93. A NEW BIOOBAPHI- 
CAL DICTIONARY, ron- 
tainiog a Brief Account of the 
Lives and Writings of the 
most Eminent Persons and 
Remarkable Charscteri) in 
every age and nation. By 



Stephkn Joveb. Seventh 
Edition, with numerous ad- 
ditions and improvemenu. 
Price ^- boards. 



94. A NEW DICTIONARY, 

in French and English, and 
EngUsh and French ; com- 
bining the Dictionaries of 
Botes and De latanviIlk, 
with Additions and Improve- 
ments by D, BoTi,EAn and 
A. PicauoT. Second Edi- 
tion. Price I4«. bound. 8vo. 



1. The LITTLE GRAM- 
MARIAN ; in a »nie8 of In- 
structive Tales. By the Rev. 
W. Fletcbek. With 12 
engravings, ISmo. 

3. FATHER ALFRED'S 
ELEMENTS irf KNOW- 
LEDGE. Bythesiune. With 
a frontispiece, 18mo. 

3. A FAMILIAR INTRO- 
DUCTION TO GEOGRA- 
PHY. Bj the Abb* Gacl- 
TiEB. With coloured Maps, 
square 16mo, coloured cloth, 
Second Edition. 

4. SHORT STORIES. By 
a Lady. With wood cats, 
coloured, square, half bound. 

5. INFANTINE KNOW- 
LEDGE. By the Author of 
"The ChUd's Grammar." 
With 144 neat engravings, 
square IGmo. cloth, plain; or 
3s. 6d. half bound, coloured. 
Second Edition. 
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DiA Cabinet OrtMED. By 
the Anthor of " Fruits a( 
Euterprize," Stc, ISmo. 

7. ADVENTURES of CON- 
GO IN SEAitCH OF HIS 
MASTER. With h fron- 
titpiece, ISmo. Third Edi- 

8. The TWIN SISTERS. 
By Miss StNDHAU. 18mo. 
Sixteenth Edition. 

9. TheCHAPTERofKINGS. 
By Mr. CoLLiirtl. With 36 
enKraviujis. (4], coloured.) 

10. TALES of the HEATH, 
for the ImprOTement of the 
Mind. ByMrt.II. Batlet. 
l&oo. half bound, 

1. MILLS'S ENGLAND, 2 

T<ds. 96 engrsTingi. 

S. , ROME, 48 do. 

3. BIOGRAPHY, 

48 engTBTlngB. 
4. PORTBAITS of 

the KINGS, 48 do. 



1. The BLIND CHILD; or. 
Anecdote* of the Wyndham 
Family. New Edition. 
a. NINA ; an Icelandic Tale. 
■ By the Author of "Always 
Happy." Second Edition. 

3. RAINSFORD VILLA; 
or. Juvenile Independence. 
A Tale. By a l^ady. New 
Edition. 

4. ETIENNE, the Yonng 
Traveller ; heing a Relation 
of hia Adventures Id Search 



of Ui Father. By Q. K 
HoAmE. New £di(ion. 

5. The CHILD^ DUTY. By 
aMoTBGK. With a froDtis- 
piece. 

6. A MUSEMENTSof WEST- 
ERN HEATH; oTr Moral 
Stories for Children. Two 
Tols. Price 2>. each, halt 
bound, 18mo. 

7- The H ISTOR Yof PHI NCE 
LEE BOO. With a fion- 
tispieee. Seventeenth EdititHi. 

8. The TALES OF MO- 
THER BUNCH, as oiigi- 
nally related. 

8. The RENOWNED TALES 
OF MOTHER GOOSE, ai 
originally related. 

10. POPULAR TALES; or. 
Nursery Classics. 

1 . ANCIENT GEOGRA- 
PHY. By the AbM Lem- 
QLET DC Fheskot. A New 
Edition, corrected and iot- 
pntred, by John Oldin^.But- 



ler. 









IDf.itUt- 



3. ALWAYS HAPPY ; or, 
Anecdotes of Felix and hb 
Sister Serena. A Tale, mit- 
ten for her Children, by A 
MoTHea. Eighth Edition. 

3. BIGHT and WRONG i 
exhibil«d in the History of 
Rosa and Agnei. By the 
same. Fifth Edition. 

4. A KEY tcKNOWLBDOEj 
or, Thinfs in Coduomi Use 
simidy and shortly eipfuned. 
By the same Author. Serentb 
Edition. 
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5. NURSERY MORALS, 
chieflj' in MaooByllablM. By 
AMoTHEB. With 24 pUle*. 
Fourth Edition. 

6. ELLEN the TEACHER; 
ft Tale for Youth, By Mn. 
HoFLANU. NewEdilioa. 

7,' The HISTORY of an OF- 
FICER'S WIDOW and her 
YOUNG FAMILY. By the 
■ame Author. New Edition. 

8. COOPER'S HISTORY 
OF ENGLAND, from the 
earlieat Period M the pretant 
Time; on a Flui recono- 
[meniled by the Earl of Chea- 
tetfield. Twenty. Erst Edition. 

B. The DAUGHTER of a 
GENIUS. A Tale. By 
Mrs. HoFLAHD, Fourth 
Edition. 

10. CHOSROES and RE- 
RACLIUS; a Tale, fhjm the 
Roman Hiatory. By Misg 
Sanuham. With six pUles. 

11. THEODORE; or. The 
Crueaders. ATale. By Mrs. 
HoFLAHD. Fifth Edition. 
With a frontispiece. 

la. ROBINSON CRUSOE. 
A new and improved Edi- 
tion, with 13 eugrSTil^ ; (or 
3a. 6d. coloured.) 

13. The STORY-TELLER ; 
sColled^n of Original Tales. 
With 24 engravinn. Third 
Edition. Bound in nJoured 
cloth, iquare. 

14. The ESEDALE HERD- 
BOY. A Scottish Tale. By 
Mrs, Blackfobd, Author of 
" Arthur Monteith," &c. 
Third Edition. 



16. LE BABILLARD; an' 
anniang Jntroductioo to the 

French lAoguage. By a 
FsEVCH Ladt. With 24 
wood cuts. Coloured dothJ 

16. MARGERY MEAN- 
WELL j or, the Interesting 
Story of GoDdr Two-Shoei, 
rendered into familiar Verse. 
With 20 beautiful engrav- 
ings. Coloured doth. 

17- CONVERSATIONS on 
ASTRONOMY. With se. 
veral appropriate enafratings. 
Bound in coloured doth. 

18. EASY RHYMES. By a 
LiDV. With a rariety of 
elegant engraTinga. I8mo. 

19. SHORT STORIES. By 
A Ladt. WitTi le engrav- 
iagf. Square 1 Gao. doth ; 
(or, 39. half-bound, coloured.) 

20. CATO ; or, the interest- 
ing Adventures of a Dog ; in- 
terspersed with real Anec- 
dotu. By A Lady, Au^ot 
of " Eai^ Rhymes," &c. 
Tliird Edition. 

21. NURSERY FABLES,Ori- 
ginal and Select. With 19 
cuts. Boundin coloured doth. 

2a. BLOSSOMS of MORAL- 
ITY ; a Collection of Talee. 
By the Editor of the " Look- 
ing-glars," Eighth Edition. 
With forty-seven wood outs, 
by Bewick. 

23. The LITTLE READER. 
With 20 wood cuts, plain; (or 
Sj.M. coloured.) Square. 

24. EARLY BECOLLEC. 
TIONSi or. Scenes from N«- 
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ae. LESSONS of wisdom 

for the VouDff ; or, Sprii^ 
Moroings and Evenings. 12 
plaM«. By the Rer. W. 

Fx,ETCHXB. 

S6. CONVEBSATIONS on 
the LIFE of CHRIST. With 

a frontitpiece, ISmo. 
87. The PHILOSOPHER'S 
STONE J a Tale. By the 
Author of " Don Ulloa's Tra- 

aa. The SMUGGLER'S SON; 
a T^. Bj ihe same Author. 

29. NEWBERY'S HISTO- 
RY oftheBIBLE; mthwood 
euta. NinthEdition. 12mo. 

30. RIDDLES, CHARADES, 
aad CONUNDRUMS; the 
greoter part of which hare 
never before been published. 
Second Editian. 



. New EditioiiB <d the follow- 
ing celebrated little Works are 
bound in leather backs and paper 
ddes, each illmtrated with four 
e^raTingH. Price Is. Gd. 




PEG 



2. The VILLAGE SCHOOL; 

a Collection of Entertainliij; 
UiaCories, for the Inatruction 
and Amuienieat of all Good 
Children. , 



3. The PERAMBULATIONS 
of a MOUSE. 

4. The ADVENTURES of a 
PINCUSHION. 

5. ITiB HOLIDAY PRE. 
SENT. 

6. The HISTORY (tfGOaOY:' 
GOOSECAP; or. The Or- 
Pban. ^^^^^ 

7. TheTRANSFORM ATION 
of a BEECH TREE ; or, t^ 
History of a Black Chair. 

8. The BIOGRAPHY of a 
BROWN LOAF. By the 
Rev. Isaac Tayi-ok. With 
5 wood cuts and a beautiful 
frontispiece. 

1. The HAPPY FABIILYj 
or, The History of Mr. and 
Mrs. Norton. 

2. JEMIMA PLACID. 

3. The HISTORY of PRIM- 
ROSE PBETTYFACE. 

4. The HISTORY of MORE 
CHILDREN THAN ONE t 
or. Goodness Better than 
Beauty. Containiiig also, the 
Histories of a Great Many 
Little Boys and Girls. 

5. LITTLE STORIES for 
LITTLE FOLKS. Also, 
The Good Child's Delight. 

6. MRS. NORTON'S STO- 
RY-BOOK. 



■ .MOTHER HUBBARD (t 

her DOG. 
2. DAME TROT and her 

CAT. 
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3. COCK-ROBIN; a *er; 
pretty Painted Toy, for little 
Girl or little Boy. 

4. WALKS WITH MAM- 
MA i or, StorieB'in Woiila of 
One Syllable. 

6. Hie HISTORY of the 
HOUSE that JACK BUILT. 

6/The HISTORY of the AP- 
PLE PIE. Written by Z. 
An Alphabet for little Maateis 
and Misaea. 

7. DAME DBARLOVE'S 
DITTIES for the Nursery ; 
or. Songs for the Amiuement 
of Infanta. 

8.PETER PIPER'S Practical 
Prijidplea of Plain aod Per- 
fect Pronunciation. 

9. The INFANT'S FRIEND; 
4)r, Easy Reading Leasona. 

10. The SNOW-DROPj or. 
Poetic Trifles for Little Folks. 

1 1.The HOBBY-HORSE; or. 
The High Road to Learning : 
a Revival of that favourile 
Alphabet, " A was an Archer, 
who shot at a Frog." 

la The CRIES of LONDON; 
or. Sketches of Tarious Cha- 
racters in the Metropolis. 

13. The COURTSHIP, MAR- 
RIAGE, and PICNIC DIN. 
NER of COCK ROBIN and 
aENNY WREN. 

U. The ALPHABET of 
GOODY TWO-SHOES j 
'^ by learning which, she soon 

16. The HISTORY of SIX- 
TEEN WONDERFULOLD 
WOMEN; eihibitii^ theii 
principal Eunntridties. 



16. SPRING FLOWERS; 
or, Easy Lessons for young 
Children, not exceeding 
Words of Two Si^bles; with 
Lessons for Sundays: and 
Hymns. By Mrs. Ritson. 

17. The PHCENIX; or, A 
choice CoUection of Riddles 
and Charades. 

18. Sir HARRY HERALD'S 
Graphical Representation of 
theDIONITARIES of ENG- 
LAND: shewing the Cos- 
tumes of different Ranks, 
from the King to a Common- 
er, and (he Regalia used at a 
Coronation. 

10. The PATHS of LEARN. 
INO strewed with Flowers ; 
or, English Grammaj- illus. 

20. TOMMY TRIP'S MU- 
SEUM of BEASTS; or, A 
Peep at the Qiwdruped Race. 
Part I. 



23. COSTUMES of DIF- 
FERENT NATIONS Illus- 

2i. WONDERS I A Descrip- 
tion of some of the most i«. 
markable in Art and Nature. 

30. The MONTHLY MO- 
NITOR; or. Short Stories, 
adapted lo every Season of 
the Year. ByMrs.Ri': 

36. The PEACOCK AT 
HOMBi with the BUT- 
TERFLY'S BALL. 
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it7- SIUPLG STORIES, in 
Word* of One Syllable, for 
liittle Boyi and Giria. By 
the Author of <> Storiei of 
Old DanieL" 

38. WHITTINOTONsnil his 
CAT. 

29. VALENTINE and OR. 
SON; or, The gurprlting 
AdTGnture* of Two Boob ot 
the Empeiar of Greece. 

30. TAKE V^OUR CHOICE! 
or. The Alphabet Community. 

31. CINDERELLA; ot.The 
Little Glass Slipper. 

33. TOM TICKLE'S FA- 
MILY HISTORY, versified 
by Himself. 

33. TOMMY TRIP'S MU- 
SEUM of BIRDS; or, A 
Peep at the Feathered Crea- 
tion, Part I. 

M. TOMMY TRIP'S MU- 
SEUM of BIRDS, Pan IL 

30. The INFANT'S GRAM- 
MAR ; OT, A Picnic Party of 
the Parts of Speech. 

36. The MONKEY'S FRO- 
Lie, ftc. 

37. The HISTORY of the 
SEVEN CHAMPIONS of 
CHRISTENDOM. 

38. LITTLE RHYMES for 
I-ITTLE FOLKS. By the 
Author of " The Infant's 
Friend," " Easy Rhymes," &c. 

39. PUSS in BOOTS; or, 
The Muter.Cac 

40. PUNCTUATION PER- 
SONIFIED ; or. Pointing 
HsdeEasy. By Mr. Stops. 

41. PUG'S TRAVELS thro' 
EUROPE. 



42. A PEEP at the STARS, 
in easy rhymes. 

43. The SCRIPTURE AL. 
PHABET. 

44. PORTRAITS and CHA- 
RACTERS of the KINGS of 
ENGLAND, Van I. 

4a. DITTO, Part n. 

46. The NEW YEAR'S 
FE A 8T,on his coming of A^ S 
a Poem, iUustratireof tbeFes. 
tivals and Fasts throughout 
the Year. 

47- TRAVELS and ADVEN- 
TURES of JOHN BULL the 
YOUNGER. With siiwen 
engravings. 

48. An ALPHABETICAL 
ARRANGEMENT of ANI- 
MALS. By Silly Sketch, 

49. The THREE CAKES ; a 
Tale, in Verse. From the 
Original in Prose, by Mn. 

BAItBAin.t>. 

50. The WORD BOOK ; ai. 
Stories, chiefly in Thfee Let- 
ters. By A. B. C. 

61. The RATIONAL AL. 
PHABET; or, Rudimoitaof 
Reading. 

62. The ROYAL PRIMER; 
or. High Road to Leaning. 
The subjects chiefly Birds and 

53. The OLD WOMAN aiU 
her PIG. ( 

54.TbeNEWTOM THUMB.' 

With many coloured pbtea. 
55. The DAISY and COWS- 
LIP; or, Cautionary Stoiiee 
in Verse, adapted to the ideas 
of children from four to eight 
years of age. With 64 en- 
gravings, pUin, square. 
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1. The COWSLIP; with 32 
wood Guu, (It. 6d. coloured.) 

a. The DAISY; ditto, ditto. 

3. FLORA ; with woodcuu. 

i. The SORROWS of SELF- 
.ISHNEBS; with woodcuts. 

5. Tbc BROTHER and SIS- 
TER, a TaJe ; with neat en. 
gravings. 



G. The OLD WOMAN and 
her SONS. With 16 plates. 

7. The PICTURE GAL- 
LERV; with 16 ditto. 

a POOR OLD ROBIN; 
with le ditto. 

9. PETEa PRIM'S PRE- 
SENT ; with 16 ditto. 

10. MADAM BLAIZE ; with 
e^tto. 

11. JOE DOBSON ; 16 ditto. 
12. The PEACOCK and PAR- 
ROT; neat engntvinga. 

13. MARMADUKE MULTI- 
PLY's MERRY METHOD 
of MAKING MINOR MA- 
THEMATICIANS ; or. The 
Multiplication Table, Part I. 
with 1 6 coloured plates. 

U. DITTO, Part II. 17 do. 

15. DITTO, Part III. 16 do. 

16. DITTO, Part IV. 20 do. 

17. The PENCE TABLE. 
By Peter PenayleiB ; Hditto. 

la The PARAGON of AL- 
PHABETS, with 20 ditto. 

10. The MINT : or, Shillinga 
turned into Pounds ; 1 G ditla. 

20. The TRADES and CHS- 
TOMS of FRANCE, 16 ditto. 

21. The CRADLE HYMN, 
By Dr. Watts ; 16ditto. 

22. PRIM'S PRIDE; or, 



lit the Old and 
Young; with 16 plates. 

23. JACK and the BEAN 
STALK; with 16 ditto. 

24. GRIMALKIN'S CON- 
CERT; with 16 ditto. 

25. JERRY and KITTY; with 
16 ditto. 

26. PUG'S VISIT; or, the 
Disasters of Mr. Punch ; with 
16 ditto. 

Works by the late Mn. Tbim- 
MEa I New Editions of 
which have been reprinted 
on good Paper, nnd with a 
dear Type. 

1. ENGLISH HISTORY, 
brought down to the present 
Time; with 4B ecgrsrings 
on wood. 2 Fols. 9i. boand, 
18mo. 

2. ANCIENT HISTORY, 
with 40 engravings on wood, 
4». 6d. bound, 1 Brao. 

a. ROMAN HISTORY, with 
40 engravinga, it.Qd, bound, 
ISmo. 

4. SCRIPTURE HISTORY, 
Old Testament ; with 24 en- 
grariogs. 3^. hound. I8mo. 

6. SCRIPTURE HISTORY, 
New Teataraent ; with 40 en. 
gravings. 3<. bound, ISmo. 

a. OLD TESTAMENT 
PRINTS, on copper pUtes, 
with Descriptions. 2 volt. 
3 J. Bd. bound, square. 

7. ROMAN HISTORY 
PRINTS, on copper plates, 
with Descriptions. 2 vols. 
SJ. Gd. bound, square. 

8. ANCIENT HISTORV 
PRINTS, on copper plates, 
with Descriptions. 2 vols. 
6t. 6d. bound, square. 
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CARDS AND GAMES. 



I. COSTUMES DISSECT- 
ED ; a large plate, having the 
drewei of tfO diffecenC natiani 
bsButifullT and correcUy co- 
loured. Price 10a. Od. 

•i. The Sun of BhoMbwice ; 
ezhibi ling the prindpalEventa 
duriiiK the lUign of Oeoroe 
THE TbibD ; with Tetolum, 
Su. 9i. 

3. The FutorBma of London ; 
a Jiew Oama, with Tetotum 
and Councen. Oi. 

4. Historical Pastime i a New 
Game of the Hi«tory of Eng- 
land t irith Tetotum, &c. St. 

6. The Game of Emulatioa, 
4c. 7». M. 

6. The Game of Han 
&c. 6j. 

7. The Road .to the Temple of 
Honinir and Fame, &c. 6t. 

8. The Swan of Apollo; a New 
Game. 7'. BJ. 

y. A Geographicai Description 
of the Worid ; on Cardi. 

10. A new and interesting Me- 
thod of Instructing Youth in 
the first four Rules of Arith- 
metic t on Cards. 2t. 9d. 

II. A Lilliputian Hiiloiy of 
England ; in ea«y Verse 
on Cards, 2t. Od. 
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12. MiDULETOH't New Geo- 
graphical Game of a Tour 
through England and Wales ; 
with Tetotum, Fillan, and 
Counters, St. 

13. Dissected Maps of Eng- 
land, Ireland, Scotland, and 
France, at 12*., 10*. Gd., 
7i. 6d., and 3*. 6d. 

14. Ditto of the World; same 

15. Ditto of Europe; Same 

IG. Ditto, Asia ; same prices. 

17. Ditto, Africa; same prioee. 

18. Ditto, America ; same 

19. A Lilliputian History of 
England, from the Norman 
Conquest, dissected : in a Box. 
Price 10*. 6d. 

A variety of Ei-EaAXT Pnt- 
ZLES, from 2i. 6d. w lOi. 6d. 
each, aud upwards. 

Also the folloiring Libraries, 
fitted up with Books ^ree- 
ably to the iancy of the Pur- 

1, The Casket of Intelligenoe. 
a. The Reward for Merit. 

3. The Cabinet of Liffiput. 

4. The Historical Library. 
6. The Infant's Library, 



Pr»er Books : School Books ; Starionery -, a large Assortment 
of Books, suitably bound fur Presents, &c. 
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